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sy . .
That was not carried out, although 'the Fed-

,eral al’;tllogitigs were prepared to do so if
“tébelliary /bt the final upshot was: that pro-
'Pim hag how been drade’'whereby :the State
_Sbiking pioney with- which to pay its!sinking
TUMIC a2t “two  per ceat:less thanwould have
"BE#E the ecdse ‘if ‘the “Treasurer had- gone.on
the open market and bhorrowed the money as
8 wéuld bave-had to do; had.tha negotiations
not been carried out, - 'The- sinking fund ‘is. to
"Bé paid just as -before and ‘the morney with
“%which to pay’ it will cost the State two per
‘cent. less than would have beem the case had
“'thiése negotiations not bHeen ecntered into.

*'Hon. J: J, Holmes; The London: and West-
minstor Bank bave paid it to save the repu-

2}

wation of the State. L .
#1The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Nothing of
the sort. I do not know what we shounld do
‘if we had many hon. members-like Mr. Holmes,
who- takes every opportunity of: twisting every-
thing and trying to.damage the reputation of
“the State in the cyes of the outside world.
Mr; Kwing referred to the capital spent on
‘tho trading coucerns, and from that hon.
member we had the extraordinary statement
that this information had never been sup-
“plied by the (Goverameat,

Hon, J. Ewing: I have never seen it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon,
memher has been a.member of this House for
over two years. Docs he not remember that
early in 1917 the then Government presented
to Parliament a Bill for an Act called the
8tate Truding Converns Act? Does not the
hon. member recollect sceing at the end of
that Act a schedule setting out in detail the
amount of the fixed eapital and the workiny

* eapital in connection with every one of the
Btate trading concerns? Is the hon. momber
not aware that each of these concerns under
thiz very Act hns to submit to Parlinment each
vear its balanee sheet, and that in those balanee
sheets Tnll details are piven of the fixed crpi-
tal and the working capital and everything
else thot the hon. memher may desire?

Hoan, J. Bwina: T do not think that is
known.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T o not
seo what more the Covernment eon do. We
have put it u in onr Aeta of Parlinment in
detnil. We have vt it before memhers in
““Hansard.”’ What more ean we do?

Hon. J. Nicholson: And it is on the Table
of the Mouse,

The COLONTAT, SKCRETARY: As the re-
sult of the motion moved hy Mr. Sanderson
further informntion will be Inid on the Tahle
nf the House, and if hon, memhera want it
presented every six months they ean hove it
The fact remaina that the fixed eanital and
the working enpital in connection with a1l the
trading cancorns, will be found in the achedu™
of the Réate Treading Coneerns Aet passed Iast
vear, T An mat think it is necessnry for me
to denl with the remntks of other hon. mem-
hers heeanse the hour is late, One advantame
rhout the eritieism indulged in in the T.eemis-
Iative Couneil i= that it is to a larpe extent
mptnalle  Asstruetive.  Mr. Dodd effectually
anawered  many  erities.  Mr.  Millinoton
answeral others, and therehvy saved mv time
to n lnree extent. I regret that the Eatimates
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‘are not before the House, but I want to re-
mind hon, membere that aithough this session
followed the briefest recess in the history of
Parliament in Western Australia, or at aay
rate the briefest recess that I know of, the
Estimates were presented at. a very much
earlier date than in any other gession for many
years past. Ministers had less time to prepare
for this session than Ministers ever had before
in connection with the meeting of Parliament,
and in spite of that the Estimates were sub-
mitted very early. The debate, as Mr. Nichol-
gon .has seid, has been a very interesting one.
Personally, I am inclined to regard this as
a preliminary gallop in preparation for the

Appropriation Cup, and unless some hon. mem-

bers have left their form on the track that
event should be full of interest to the House,
I am sure it will be helpful and informative
to the Government, and I trust it will be of
great benefit to the country.

Question put and passed.

.Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—PRISONS ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

House adjourned at 9.34 pm.

Legislative  Hsscmbly,
Wednraday, Ith October, 1918,
——

Tho SPEAKER took the Chair ot 4-30 p.m,,

and read prayets.

For “ Questions on Notice” and apera
Presented ”* ree * Votes andl Procecdings.”)

o«

NOTICE OF MOTION: -PARLTAMENTARY
ALLOWAXNCER, TO REDUCE.

Notice of motion standing in the name of My,
Thomann-—"' That in the opinion of this Wouse
the allownnees paid to memhers of hoth Houses
of Parlinment. shonld be reiueed by ten por cent,
ner annum, ntil such time as the finances of the
State warrant o reversion to the present pay.
ment," ealled.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bouolder) [4-40]: Tt is
rather unfortunate that the memhber Inr Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) is away from the Honse, and is
unahie to mnve the motion atanding in hisname——

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot zllow this to be
debated. Tt must lapse.
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Hon. P. COLLIER : T am sure the hon, member
will be greatly distressed at not being present.
Could I not move this motion for him ?

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow any further
discusaion,

NOTICE OF MOTION—POTATO
GROWING, ASSISTANCE.

Notico of motion, standing in the name of Mr.
H. Robinson, in regard to rendering assistance
to potato growers, called.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robingon—(‘anning) [4-41]: The member for
Albany (Mr. H, Robinson) is unwell and unable
to be present to-day to move the motion standing
in his name. I have the information the hon.
member was secking, and would like to give it
to the House,

Mr. SPEAKER : (sanot the Minister lay it on
the Table ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot do
that, but I am acquiescing in this motion of which
notice has been given. Cannot I give the informa-
fion with the consent of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House can do as it
chooses, but for my part, I cannot allow any dia.
oussion on this. It would be an unwise principle
to adopt. The hon. member can give notice of
this motion again.

PAPERS—REGISTRATION OF WORKERS
UNION.
Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [4:43]: I move—
That all papers relating to the application

for registration under the Arbitration Act by

the Goldfields Mining and General Workers'

Industrial Union of Workers be laid upon the

Table of the House.
The prineipnal reason I have for moving for these
papers is that there has heen an extraordinary
procedure adopted with regard to the attempted
registration of this Union, First of all, they
practically bluffed the public on the Goldfelds
that they were n registered organisation under tho
Arhitration Act, by flouting the registration certi-
ficate at all public meetings and stating that they
were a registored hody, just as the miners’ or any
other union was. On inquiry being made we dis-
covered that the registration was simply a registre-
tion under the Tradea Union Act, which could be
obtained by any seven employers or employees
who might desire to beeomo registered under that
Act. This was not a registered body, ss has been
stated on many oecasions, under the Arbitration
Act., The first mecting of this orgrnisation was
called for en March 31st, 1917, for the purpose of
conforming to the rules of their organisation and
carrying the necessary resclution to become
registered under the Arbitration Aet, Ilon. mem-
bers will notice that March 31st was o Sunday,
notwithstanding that the rules of the organisation
distinetly sct out that Sunday mestings arc pro-
hibited. A meeting was called for Sunday, and a
reaolution was earricd that spplications should be
made for registration. Notices were sent out to
the other organisations in the ordinary way, and
the objections were sent in. Eventuslly the
Regiatrar came to Kalgoorlie, Representatives
of both organisations, the origina! miners’ union
registered in the district and this so.called miners’
union, argued the point for and against. A
technical point was raised by the ascretary of the
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registered union with regard to the application
being confirned on a Sunday. That settled
the application for registration. No further
action was taken with regard to the application,
but they let the matter rest there. They went
on again and put in a second application for regis-
tration., The ordinary notices were sent out
again to the other union, and objections were
lodged te the second attempt at registration,
The secrctary of the organisation making the appli-
cation catne to Perth, for what reason Tdonot know,
but I do know that he conferre:l with the Regis-
trar in Perth, and again for what reason I do not
know. The application for registration on the -
second occasion was dropped. Then another.
notice was put in the paper and a third meeting
convened for the purposc of carrying the necessary
resolution once more. The third resolution waa
eatried, and notices were sent out to the organisn-
tione on the third occasion, Objections were
lodged again, and once more the Registrar went
to Kalgoorlie and mect the representatives of both
organisations. They conferred again and the
application was yet again upset on some techni.
cality. Up to that time I had no objection to
the applications which had been made. I believe
they hod tried every avaiinble means that they
knew of to be within their own constitution, snd
within the limita of the Arbitration Act. But
they wore defeated. Then after that happened
they for the fourth time made application for
registration, and this ia why [ want the papers
laid on the Table of the Houee. If my information
is corrcet there are some very interesting docu-
ments on that file, and if the Attorney Ceneral is
prepated to roply he may be able to disabuse my
mind and the minds of the trades unionists on the
goldfielde with regard to the statements I am about
to make. I honestly believe, however, that the
information in my poesession is correct,

Tho Attorney (leneral : It is not in my depart-
ment.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Ministor may have socn
the file. The position is this: T em given to
understand that when tho fourth epplication
wag before tho registrar he agroed not to register.
The secrotary again loft Kalgoorlis and came to
Parth, He lad interviews with officors in the
Crown Law Department—I saw him thore myself
—and also with the registrar.

Hpon, P, Collier : Was he gebting cheap adviee ?

Mr. MUNSIE : I do not know. But this is the
advico that I am led to believe was sent to tho
registear. It was to the effect that in the opinion
of the Orown Law Department it was advisable that
tho union should be registered provided they
could prove that the mombers of the registered
organisation were members of a trades union
and were of o different political bLelief from that
held by tho membera of the trades union apply-
ing for registration. If it could be proved to the
satigfaction of the registrar that such was the
cage the registrar was advised to register the
organisation. I want to know if it is the duty
of the Crown Law sauthoritios of this State to
issue instructions or advice to a rogistrar to
registor an organisation, because tho secrotary
of that organisation says that the membora of it
oro of a different political opinion from that held
by the members of the registerad organisation.

The Attorney General : I should nob think that
any such thing would happen.

Mr, MUNSIE : On top of that the registrar
wrote baok to the Crown Law Departmont point-
ing out that ho was not prepered on his own
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initiative to register tho union, and if the depart-
ment desired him to do so they should first put
the request in writing. Now I want to sce whether
it is in writing, If such is the case, in the interesta
of good feeling in this country between the trades
unionists of Western Australin, it i necessary
that the public should know whether such a thing
has taken place. This organisation tried on
threa cccasions to come within the scope of the
Arbitration Act, and failed, and whilst the Act
romains on the statuie-book thore is mot the
slightost possible chanco legelly of that wunion
becoming registered. What is moro, there is no
necessity for the union to become registered. If
tho caso went before the president of the Arbitre-
tion Court thoy would not have the slightest
grounds for registration. There is & surface wor-
kers’ union registered, and there is also & miner’s
union registored under the Arhitration Act,
in the district and the majority of the members
of the bogus organisation—Dbecause I cannot eall
it anything clse—are men who aro disgruntled
and have become dissatisfied with the present
union purely over political matters, and they
withdrew. Now they want to register & sceond
miners’ union in the same loeality. The Act in
definite ageinst permitting anything of that kind,
and on top of that we are informed that tho
Crown Law authorities havo said that if the organ.
isation caa prove that the members of the originel
body are of a different political belief from that
held hy the other union they can become registered
under the Arbitration Act.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister) :
Who aaid that ?

Mr. MUNSIE: T am told that this has been
said by the Crown Law suthorities Lo the regis-
trar of this State, and if that is o fact, the country
should know it. If it is not a fact, there is no
objection to laying the papers on tho Table of
the House. T am also informed that the registrar
in whom I have every confidence, and who is a
man who is quite capable of carrying out the
registration of any organisation in this Htate,
has refused to register tho union unless the Crown
Law authorities request him to do so in writing.
It would therofore bo intoresting to get the corres-
pondence frum the Crown Law Department and
from the registrar of the (‘rown Law Department.
1 need not say anything further. 1 trust, in the
intorosts of unionism—because so far as the wor-
kors of Australiz are concorned their only hope
liecs in unionism- wuch a thing as thig will nevar
bo permitted. If it bas not happened there can
be no objuction to tho papors being placed on the
Table of tho House, If it has there is every justi-
fication for tho papers being presentod, so that
the country may know what is being done. We
have heard about the Iabour party on severy
occasion cousing party strife. What, T ask, will
cauge more bitter party strife than an action of

the doscription I have piven? I asubmit the
motion to the Houso.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honorary

Minister) [4-453]: I had not noticed the motion
on the Notice Paper, and I do not know whether
the Colonial Becretary had his attention drawn
to it. o far as the papers are concerned T would
have folt inclined to lay them on the Table of
the Houso without domur if the hon. member
had just asked for them without making any
remarks, But after his speech, I think T would
be justified in asking for an adjournment of tho
debato. The charges he has made are a sericus
reflection, either on the Government—
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Mr, Munsie : Not on the Governmant.

Hon. R. H., UKNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister} : Or on some officer of the Government.

Hon. P. Collier : If they aro true they aro serious,

Hon. R. H. TUNDERWOOD (Honorory
Minjater): Absolutcly, and it is only fair to give
the Minister in charge of the department time to
look at the papers. Hon. members will admit
that this matter has nover been deslt with in the
ordinary coume of Ministerial dutice. It ia not
a case that would come under Blinisterial notice,
and it i onc of those cases that would go on for
over almost without the Minister knowing any-
thing sbout it. In view of the remarks of the
hon, memboer T think we should have an adjourn-
ment. T will look at the papers end consult with
the Colonial Secretary, and perhaps lay the papers
on the Table of tho Houso afterwards. At any
rate it may be necessary to reply to the hon. mem-
ber's gtatements, and we may require time to do
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) (4:571: It is
rather unfortunate that the 1lonarary Minister
has asked for an adjournment of the dehate,
because, having regard to the state of the Notica
Paper end the advanced stage of the session,
it is more then likely that the motion will not
come up again hefore the end of the scssion,

Hon., 3. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
T will undertako that it docs,

Hon, P. COLLIER : That is feir, I egrec with
the Hunorary Minister that the statcments made
by the member for Hannans require & reply, but
after all the file itself will ho a reply. That the
Minister will have an opportunity of looking
through the file will not alter the foct-—if fact it
be—-that there are documenta of the Kind deseribed
by the memhber for Hannans on tho file. The
position cannot bhe altered by reason of an adjourn-
ment, and if there are no sush communieations from
the (‘rown Law Department then of course a state-
ment is mnceessary.  What 1 cannot understand
is where the ('rown Law Department comes into
the matter at all. (f course it is quite possible
that the registrer of Friendly Societies or the
ofticer in charge would go to the {'rown Law De-
partment for advice. That i a common practice
on the part of ofticers, but in this case, whilst he may
have heen within his province in asking for advico
from the Crown Solicitor, if any ofiicer of that de-
partment has replied in tho terms outlined by
the member for Hannans, then that oflicer of the
Crown Law Department has entirely overstepped
his proper duty. If the registrar refuscs to register
& union there is an appeal to the Arhitration Court,
and that is the tribunsl which should eventually
decide as to whether the organisatinn should be
registered or not, and the matter should not be
forced on by the advice of the Crown Law authori-
ties,

Mr, Munsie: They know they have no possible
hope of registration.

Hon. P. COLLIER : And for the reasons given
I can hardly imagine the Crown Solicitor advising
that thoy should be registered if the members
hold political views different from those of the
registered organisation. It will be interesting
t0 know whether or not there are any papera which
bear that out.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Miniater):
‘Well, we are entitled to have a look.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I agree. If the Minister
will undertake that there shall be an opportunity
for the motion coming forward again, I shall have
no objection to the adjournment of the debate.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T,
TRobinson— Canning} [5:1]: As head of the Crown
Law Department, [ may say that this is the first
time my atiention has been drawn to the motion
on the Notice Paper. I have not advised anything
in regard to the matter.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, debate adjourned.

MOTION—WATER METER RENTS,
EASTERX GOLDFIELDS. ’
Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [5-2): I move—
That in the opinion of this House the rents
chorged for water meters on the houschold
water supply services of the Eastern Croldfielda
are vexations and wunjust, snd should be
abolished.
T have moved this motion befote in this Chamber.
I moved it at the beginning of tho year. At that
time, towards the close of my remarks, ag o reference
to “ Hansard* will show, the Minister for Works
agreed to bring the motion on again during that
gession. I recognise that we had a lot of business
to do and that what to him, perhaps, appeared
unimportant may have been let go by the board.
For his information I direct sttention to page 498
of “ Hansard”* of last session, where it is shown
that he gove thet promise. I havo sacrcely any-
thing to add to the arguments [ used on the previous
oceasion.  Since 1903, the date of the inaugura.
tion of the goldfields water supply service, this
annual charge of 10s, per meter on the goldfields
has been vexatious. In many instances meters
are placed on amall hlocks where obvicusly there
i3 no need for them, becausc there is no garden.
Yet the people up there, who have high water rates
to pay on blocks where there are no gardcna
snd the premisea are small, are charged 10s. per
annum moter rent. This charge is not borne out
by any parallel ease in the metropolitan area.
I do not wish to bring up the cry of country versus
town ; but the people in the outhack cenives are
prone o think that they do not get a fair deal as
compared with whom they regard as the more
favoured people of the metropolitan arca. Un-
fortunately n charge of this kind lends colour
to that auspicion, hecause in no part of the metro-
politnn area is there a rental on the water meters.

The Minister for Worka: Thoe conditions are
not the same.

Mr. GREEN : If there be any variation in tho
eondlitions it is to the detriment of the people
whose ense I am now championing.  [n the metro-
politan ares the water rate is 80 small in comparison
with what is charged on the goldficlds that I
venture to sxy not one honseholder in 50 in the
metropolitan area knows what the charge ia per
thousand gallons on the water Le consumes for
household services, whereas every man or woman
who hos a water service en the Eastern Goldfields
is well aware of the charges made. In the metro-
politan area there i3 no meter charge, and in snpport
of the charge en the goldfields it has heen froquently
urged that the cost of attention to the meters,
such ad oiling and upkeep, has to be provided by
the department, and therefore, a reimburscment
requires to be made. But preciscly the ssme
attention has to be given to the meters in the
metropolitan area. Apart from tho three Guild-
fords and Midland Junction, the metropolitan
ares draws its supply from the Canning reservoir
and from bores. To thot oxtent I agree with the
Minister that the conditions are different, But
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metropolitan suburhs of West (uildford, Guild-
ford, East (iuildford, and Midland Junction.
Those districts ore supplied entirely from Mundaring
reservoir, a resetvoir constructed to supply the
goldfields. When we conaider the figures we find
that the quantity drawn from Mundaring for the
goldfields services in comparison with what is
d rawn for the three Guildfords and Midland June.
tion leads to the conclusion that this water schema
i3 just a8 much a metropolitan schems as a gold-
flelds scheme. Ior instance, we find that the
average quantity during the last few years for
Kalgoorlic and Boulder is 261 million gollona,
whereas the three Guildfords and Midland Junction
have consumed 202 million gallons, which is within
reasonable distance of the requirements of Kal-
gootlic and Boulder. But when we come te pay-
ment for the respective services we find that the
goldficlds are charged £48,000 whereas in the cage
of the three Guildfords and Midland Junction
they are called upon to pay only £2,500 for what
might almost be regarded as an equal supply of
water. Therc is no meter rent in the three Guild-
fords and Midland Junction, yet there is a meter
rent on the Eastern Goldfields. This is truly s
national scheme. Of course, I shall be met with
the ohjection that the schome does not pay, The
same objection can be lodged against the railways,
But if the people who depend on the agrioultural
industry in some portion of the State served by
a spur line, which, standing alone, docs not pay,
if they were charged an extra railway rate, one can
imagine the outery thet would be raised in this
Chamber by the Country party. The revenue
roceived from water meters is comparatively small.
The Minister may meet that argument by saying
that therefore there is very little tu complain
about, But where the complaint lies is in the
vexatious character of tho charge, in the fact that
those people are charged something which practic-
ally no other district in the State i3 charged with.

The Minister for Works: Would they pay
moro for the water if wo did away with the meter
rent ¥

Mr. GREEN : Tf the Minister were prepared
to recommend that tho people of the goldficlds
should get an additional supply of water cquiva-
lent to the meter rent, the people would he pro-
pared to pay, so that the revenue should not be
decreased. But they are charged for & roparate
service which no other district pays.

Tho Minister for Works: Do I wundemstand
that if they get water to the valee of the metor
rent they would be content ?

Mr. GREEX : Yes, that would bo all right,
and the rovenue would not be deercased, while
the people would have more water for the money
paid. People on tho Eastern CGoldficlds could
usp ten times the quentity of water thoy do use
on their gardens ; and ¥ would remind the Ministor
that in the comparative dosert surronndings of
the goidficlds those gardons take on an enhanced
valuo. If it wore possible toe add the cost of
pumping, if neod be, and sallow the peopls addi-
tional water to make up for the chargo for meter
sorvices, the people would bo quite satistied. At
present the amount roceived by way of metor
ront from Kalgoorlie, Boulder, Broad Arrow, and
Kanowna is £2,850, which might easily be made
up in tho Qirection I have indicated. T trust,
therefore, that the Minister will see his way clear
to taking the middle course which he has sug-
gosted, and propose it to the people of the gold.
fields. The charge has frequently been made
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not pay. I know of no public work in this State,
or any other, which has an impost of throe per
cent. sinking fund upon it, as in the case of the
Goldfieldls Water Scheme. And oven on that
bagis I beliove thet the whole of the sinking fund
will be complete in 1927, which, in view of the his-
tory of the schemo, is not very remote. And at
that date, owing to the amount having been over-
estimated, there will be some £500,000 more than
is required as sinking fund, an amount which, of
course, the Covernment then in power will no
doubt put into (‘onsolideted Revenue.

The Minister for Works: T am glad you are
80 optimistio.

Mr. GREEN : Tt is not optimism. Let me in
cloging, point out this mnomaly: While a great
number of moters on the goldfields are Kennedy
meters, more recently tho Kent meter, which
cogts only £5, has been used. I do not know
whother the cheaper American moter, costing
only £3, hes been put info use up thero. How-
aver, wo can readily soe that if the cheaper meters
were used people who frem the inception havo
been paying 10s. per annum meter rent have long
since overpaid the actual cost of tho meter.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardic) [5-15]: I have
much pleasure in supporting the member for
Kalgoorlie. The whole trouble in connection
with this scheme—and the same thing will exiat
until such time as the matter is romedied in the
way suggested by the member for Kalgoorlio,
namely by the dawning hope of a new party—has
beon the outrageous capital cost of the schemo.
Undoubtedly the business side of the schome was
never considered until such timoe as money had
been squandered.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
discuse the wator scheme generally on this motion.
He mmust confine himself to the torms of the
motion,

Mr. LAMBERT: I am merely, with your
permission, Mr. Bpeaker, pointing out one of the
subterfuges which it was necossary for the Govern-
ment to resort to.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must not
disenss the gencral cost of the water scheme under
this motion. The hon. member can illustrate,
but he must not go into the general cost.

Mr. LAMBERT : With duo deference to you,
Sir, if wo are met with the argument that it is
necessary to got & certain income in order to meet
interest and sinking fund—and no doubt that
will be the Ministor's argument in replying—

Me. SPEAKER: Tho hon. member cannot
anticipate that by way of defending himsclf in now
discussing that aspoct.

Mr. LAMBERT : 8o far a8 I am aware, thare
is no sound argument end no sound reply to bo
advanced ; and I em enticipating the only un.
sound reply which may be given. If you, Mt.
Speaker, will not permit mo to rofer to tho out-
rageous capital cost of the scheme, I etill would
like to say that the principle of sogregating the
different, functions, as is done in this connection,
is altogether unsound and in practice absolutely
rotten. Undoubtedly the goldfields residents have
had since the incoption of the scheme much just
cause for complaint. I think the Minister for
Water Supply will agree that any exactions of
this description are certainly vexatious. They
do not produce any considerable revenue, and
it i8 unnecessary for me to refer to the unfairnesa,
comparatively, of the position, which metter has
already been ouilined by the member for Kal-
goorkie. I do not, however, agree with that hon.
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member, that the residenta of the Goldfields will
be satisfied with water in lieu of the meter rent.

The Minister for Works : He should know ; he
is their member.

Mr. Green : Give them a trial of it.

Mr. LAMBERT : That member speaks only for
the unimportant centre of Kalgoorlie, unimportant
as compared with Coolgardic, the residents of
which latter centre have had just cause for com-
plaint regarding the scgregation of this item. As
the Minister knows full well, irrespective of what
ke may say, the department have no more right
to make a charge for the rent of a meter, which
is purely a machine to carry out certain check
functions for the Government, than they have &
right to chargo tho consumers with the oil used
on the pumps, or with the cost of some of the
usoless motor cars used by the inspectors in use-
less inspection trips.

The DMinister for Worke: That is absolutely
unfair and unjust.

Mr. LAMBERT : If it is unjust, I am wrong in
my information and shall bo only too pleased
to withdraw. Thoe whole trouble underlying the
scheme is, in the first place, the extravagant
capital cost, and, in tho second place—although
retrenchment has heen exercised—the service,
which is to my mind altogether out of proportion
to the requirements of the goldfields themselves.
I hope the Minister for Water Supply will give
serious consideration to the abolition of this single
chorge altogether. 1 know that for some time
ho has beon devoting his attention to the matter,
and to & complete roview of the position of this
big national work. The goldfields people, in
common with the mining industry, have been
groaning under the unfair exactions of the scheme.
While T do not wish to diseredit the building of
the schomo, or the men responeible therefor, T
do say that there has been and that there is to-day
o great hardship inflicted on the larger proportion
of the goidlields people.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
discussing tho (loldfields Wator Scheme. Ho is
discnssing the necessity for abolishing the metor
rents. Tho hon, member cannot discuss the whole
question.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not wish to stress the
point, but [ think the Minister for Water Rupply,
whom I have heard speak on this schemec once
or twice, will, in reply, outline the capital cost
involved ; because, after all, that capital coat
represents the main reason for the imposition of
these unfair exactions and unfair charges. I hope
the Minister will concede that point. Seeing thet
the point is conceded, merely o passing reference
i needed to the fact thet the goldfields have had
to bear this burden ever since the completion of the
scheme, If I am not permitted in a general way
to discues the matter, I hope that, should the
Minister for Water Supply fail to give us some
indication on this motion of the- polisy of the
Government regarding the scheme, an early oppor-
tunity will be taken sither on this or the other-
gide of the House to obtain from the Government
some general idea of their attitude towards this
great pational work, The Minister for Water
Supply, together with the Minister for Railways,
visited Kalgoorlie some little time ago, and this
matter, with other more important factors bearing
on the administration of the water scheme, was,
T understood, gone into fully. The Minister for
‘Water Supply, after having devoted a good deal
of time to this matter and after having gained
information on the spot at first hand from all
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quarters, should be able to indicate to the House
on some general lines whether the Government
intend to-day, or to-morrow, or in five years'
time, to relicve the goldfields people of the unfair
rates, unfair taxes, and unfair charges and exao-
tions under which thoy have suffered ever sinee
the scheme was introduced.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5-26]: I would like
the motion amended so that it would refer to meter
rents throughout the agricultural districts served
by the watcr scheme as well ag to meter rents on
tho goldfields. In that case I would bein sympathy
with the motion. As it reads, it seems to be
confined to the Eastern Goldfields. Thero are
townships supplied by the scheme other than
those on the Eastern (ioldfields. If the mover is
willing to amend the motion as I suggest, I will
certainly support it.

Mr. Lambert : By all meana move an amend-

ment.

Mr. HARRISON : The charges for meter rents
ar¢ imposed on the consumer of the water. But
tho meter serves the administration of the scheme.

Mr. Lombert : The department might as well
charge the consumer for the departmental cash

book,

Mr. HARRISON : Is it & fair charge ! Why
should one scction using the scheme be penalised
in this respect and not another section ? Resi-
dents of our agricultural aress receiving water
from the same source are charged not only the metor
rental of 103, per annum but also & domestic fee
of £6 per annum, which is more severeo still,

The Minister for Works : Did youn not agrec to
those conditions before you took the water ?

Mr. HARRISON : No. If I remember rightly
that charge was put on afterwards.

The Minister for Worka: You agree to do a
eertain thing and then you do not even pay your
sacounts. ‘'There are more arrears on thoe agricul-
tural atess than on any other part supplied by the
water scheme. OF course I do not refer to the
hon. member petsonally.

Mr. HARRISON : I do not think the agricul-
turiste are the only people who have bean anxious
to obtain certain supplies and have failed to fully
realise what the conditions of the supplies mean
until after years of service the consurers recognise
that the conditions needed smendment. Not only
would I support the abolition of the meter rent
chargo of 10s. per annum, but I would vote for
this motion by way of protesting against the lack
of finality in regerd to rccommendations in other
directions. Quite a while ago we were to have
had a revision of the whole gystem,

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
discuss tho water schemc generally under this
motion, The hon. member must confine himself
strictly to the motion.

Mr. HARRISON : If the mover will amend his
motion to read that no consumer of scheme water
shall be ¢charged meter vent, I am with him,

The Minister for Works : So long as the con.
gumers pay their rates,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) (5-20]: I move an
amendment—

That the words ‘*household water supply
services of the Eastern Goldfielda * be struck out
and ' Goldfields Water Scheme™ ingerted in
lieu.

The mere fact of my moving an amendment on
the motion is indicative of the fact that my sym-
pathy lies with the goldfields people on this matter,
I am in accord with the arguments of the member
tor Cooleardio that the meter after all is an in-

-

strument serving the department. It is o neces-
sary portion of the departmental equipment,
necessary for checking the volume of water which
is consumed. The department charge a rate for
the wator, and it is only fair that they should
provide some means for registering that rate,

Hon. W. C. Angwin : 'Whot difference does it all
make ?

Mr. Lambert: Tt means that the consumer
ghould not be debited with tho cost of the depart-
ment’s equipment.

Mr. PICKERING : In dealing with this motion,
I am not referring to the Scheme in genoral, but T
am oppused to the excessive charges imposed on
tho agriculturists It is with o view of affording
some gmell measure of rolief to tho users of this
schemo in the agricultural areas, that I em sup.
porting the motion. A measure of relief to the
farmers who have been suffering under oppressive
rates, should be improssed on members of this
Chamber. 1 move the amendment.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [5:34]: X hope we shall
bs able to convince the Minister that there is
pome justification for this smali reduction in the
wator rate. I certainly support the motion as it
stands. 1 would have supported the motion as
it was first moved bocanse there are certain centres
enjoying the exemption. Therefors, I do not
see why thig exomption should not bo spplied to the
water schcme all round. As far as the farmors
aro concorned, the water rating mcasure certainly
needs roview and amendment. The Minister for
Works ngked the member for Avon by way of
intcrjection whethor he agreed to the homestead
foa. What tho hon. membor was really referring
to was the holding fee of £3. In some instances
thero was no acknowledgment or agreoment of
that fixed rate. What the Minister is refarring
to is an agreement for the extonsion of the schome
in certain quartors not in overy instance through-
out the length of the pipe line. In some cases
owners woro nob consulted but the rato wes im-
posed on them as it stands to-day regardless of
whether there was an agreoment or not.

The Minister for Works : I undemstand that is
not corroct.

Mr. PIESSE : Tt is not incorrect. T know that
of my own knowledge, for I have paid tho rate.
In this House on two or throo occasions provigusly
I have said that this holding feo is iniquitous for
the roason that it is intended that finrmers should
use a certain amount of water for homestead uso,
but it is impossible to convey the water from tho
pipe to the homestead becanse tho homesteads
in many cascs aro outside tho taxable radius. Tt
would be a relief if the farmers were free from
the moter rate, small as it is.

The Minister for Works: Why not abolish
any chargo ¥ That would be botter stili.

Mr. PIESSE : I wish to impress on the Minister
that this meter rate is certainly unfair whon wo
congider the other tax imposed on ratepayers
in conjunction with it. It was my intention to
bring this matter before the House by a specinl
motion because tho whole question should be re-
viewed, and I think at a later dato that I shall
do so. However, I hopo the Minister will con-
sider the meter rate question and sec if some
relief cannot be given to the farmers.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle) :
[5:39]: I support the motion. It is customary
when a person supplies goods and -weighs them,
he should supply the scales with which te weigh
those goods, and if & person has to measure goods
the measaure ahould be supvlied also. We should
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not forget that if there is not a direct charge thero
must bo en indirect charge through the price of
the goods wupplicd. The Governmont not Iong
ago were kind enough to knock off the meter renta
at Fromantle, but it would have been bstter if
they had boon left alone.

Me. Green: What are you paying there ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : One shilling in the
pound.

Mr. Groon : They are getting off lightly.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : Not in compavigon with
the water supply. The price iv high, and during
two-thirds of the timo the water is very discoloured.
The rates woat up from 6d. to 1s. The meters had
to bo paid for if not by way of rent then they had
to be paid for by rate. The money must be found
to pay for tho meters, Is it better to pay mector
ront or an incroased rate 7 At Fremantle, tho
rate has becn increagsed so that now the Govern-
ment are getting donble what they previously got.
There is nothing being gained by the people who
use the water, in knocking off rents. It is the
duty of the Government to supply meters to chock
tho water used, bu they should not charge rent.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
Geaorgo—Murray-Wellington}: [5-41] T hardly
know how to roply to the motion without referring
to the Scheme itaself.

Mr. SPEAKER : Thoe hen, member cannot do
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKSY:
not reply.

Mr, SPEAKER : Not to tho goneral question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : 1 cannoi reply
unless I refer to the schemo as & whole. If the
motion had been divided into three parts, I could
hovo dealt with them soparately but I cannot deal
with the matter as it is now presented. It is
tangled up. Thore ia the big Goldtields schome,
tha agricultural arce scheme, and the metropeliten
scheme.

Me. SPEAKER : Under the motion I can only
allow tho dehate to hinge around the motion a3 it
atonds. [ cannot allow a general discussion on
matters which are not mentioned in the motion.
If I did wo should never get through the business
of the House. I try to confine mombers to the
matters before the House. Tf mambors desire »
discusgion on other matters, they should move
tho motion in accordanes with their deqires.

The MINISTER FOR WORK<: Tdo not desiro
to dissent from your ruling, but I only wish the
Honde to uadorstand that if [am to deal with the
wiwls izestion [ must refor to the whole scheme.

Mr. SPEAKER : I will allow the hon. mombor
to ansywer mombam who have already spoken,
but [ have checked membors in every instance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As far as this
mattor is eoncernod, the principal thing that [ can
gothor from the mombar for Kalzoorlie’s remarks
is that his constituents object to pay metor ronts,
and the hon. mamber made a statoment which is
quito true, that meter rents are not paid in the
metropoliban arsa. I have a good answer as far
ax that iy coneerned, but I cannob refer to it bo-
eauso the Spanker will rule mo out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER : By comparison tho hon. mem-
ber can refor to those other matters. The hon.
member may procoed with his argument and I will
stop him if ho is out of order.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Tn the metro-
politan ares tho water schome pays its way, Tho
Goldliclds Water Schome doea not pay its way,
ovon if we do charge for meter rents. Every
thousand pallons costs the State 9s. 11d. and

Then I can-
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wo got for that an average of 65. The loss this
yoar will probably be in the neighbourhood of
£120,000. Tho sinking fund referrod to as three
peor cont. smounted on -June 30th last to €1,411,385
of which £126,000 has been paid by the Goldtields
and tho rest has come out of the revenue of the
State. Those are solid facts. The referenco medo
te the agricultural arcas—wetor supply from the
goldfields mains, I am informed by the officers, and I
know of no reason why they should try to mislead
me, that not a singlo extension has been made
oxcept what has been ssked for by the settlers
in the districte concerned. The necessary votes
have been given and the water is supplied on con-
dition that the poople pay for it, as they agreed
before tho mains were laid and a supply given.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin : They sat on the doorstep
until it was done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exsetly.
There is one schemo which is connected up with
the main going to Dowerin. I have this year to
epend aomething like £10,000 upon that main,
to supply the people who ere on it so that they
can get water, because the pipes are so defective
that they do not convey to its destination one-
half of the water which is put into them. I think
there is & loss of over 100 million gallons & year
along that main. Thore gecs into the goldtields
water supply main, which is connected wp hy
means of reticulation with the moters, and has
water pumped into it at the Mundaring weir,
nearly 500 million gallons of water per annum,
of which not quite two-thirds reaches its destina-
tion. The rest i9 lost in leakages from the pipes,
many of which are nearly wom out, some
through oveporation at the daws, and the rest
through usage along the roads. That eecounts for
tho position. We get for our water 6s. per thou-
sand gallons, and it costs 9s. 1}d. to deliver it.
Yet we have hon. membhers asking us to reduce
our price.

The Minister for Mines : That includes sinking
fund,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Thero is no
question about that. Tho great bulk of the sink-
ing fund is not paid by the people who got the
water, and no attempt is made by them te pay it.
It has been paid out of the general revenue of the
Stote, nnd is to 4 large extent responsibie for the
delicit we have had for the last fow years, Tho mem-
ber for Avon (Mr. Harrison) mado some reference
to this. Tn my opinion the biggest defaulters in
proportion in paying for the water are the bigaest
grumblors at the rates they have to pay, that is,
the farmers who get the water in the nxtensions
to which the hon, member has referred. I have
had beforo mo to-day tho case of one farmer who
has not paid & single penny for the water which
has boen supplied to him for the Inst four yonrs.
He iz supported by intluential gontlomen who
deaire that we should ocither wipo off the deht
altogether, or give him time in the swect by and
bye to pay it, which means never. The member
for Boulder {(Hon, P. Collier) who was Minister
for Wator Supply some years ngo, and the member
for North-East Fremantle {(Hon. W. C. Angwin}
can hear out avery word that I say. They know
what the position is, The fact of the matter is
that on tho one part there are people who have
grievances and who agreed to carry out their parf
if thoe Government carriod out theirs, but are now
ondeavouring to have their just liabilities re-
duced. I do not say this may not be a legitimate
thing to do, and I darcsay some of them are poorly
off. hut I do aav that if noonle are roine to whittle
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away the sources of revenue in tho way suggested
it iz no use growling about the deficit, Yurther,
it will ho no use pressing for cconomy and saying
that the civil service is too inflated, and no use
saying that we must keep taxation down. It is
simply rioting along the path of bankruptey to
attack the sources of revenue which the Stato
pussesges. The membor for Coolgardie  (Mr.
Lambert) I regret to say has gono a little off tho
track, He talked about the unfair exections and
taxations which the goldficlds have had to faco
in connection with water supply. He knows
better than anyone elso that this scheme was got
up in response to demands which were made from
the gold mines of Coolgardie, Kulgoorlie, and
round about those districts.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no gold mining in
Coolgardie to-day.

Mr. Lombert : Thoe mines have not petered cut
like some at Houldor have donc.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I believo there
is & great deal in whet hon. members have just
said. This acheme, whatever its faults may have
been in its instellation, and whatover eatrava-
gance or loss there may have been upon it, has
kopt that goldfield together, and in keeping it
together has meant the omployment of tens of
thousands of persons in the State, and through
that employment has helped the State. The
Chambor of Mines and ether people have been in
communication with me to see if I could reduce the
price of water, but with tho loss that is facing us,
it is a difficult problem to sce how that could be
donoe. TUntil lately T have been able to get a
guarantee of £90,000 a year for this water supply,
but to-day the Chamber of Mines snd the mines
of Kalpoorlic are not propared to guarantee
£80,060. TInstead of our realising during this
coming year 63, per thousand gallons, I duubt if
wo shall realise, even if I do not reduce the price,
above 8s. 3d. Tho position that faccs me as
Minister for Water Supply, and that faces the
Colonial Treasurer, is this : we are entitled to
reckon npon a certain revenue, and if that revenuo
is to be whittled away how are we to keep going t
As far as mcter rents are concerned, we pgot, I
think, about 3,000 out of Kalgoorlie. Tho mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie, who knows what his consti-
tuents want, which is more than the rmember for
Coolgardio does, becauso he is not so well acquaint-
od with that elcctorate, says that if we gave the
people wator in exchange for rents he would be
satisfied. I will give the hon. momber some in.
formation, and will confirm it. I have in my
hand & memorandum which passed through the
hands of the member for Boulder when Minister,
in Juna, 1914,

Mr. SPEAKER: Beforo the hon. member
quotes from that file I wish to draw his attention
to tho fact that he will have to place it on the
Table of the House, if he does quote from it.

Mr. Pickering : What is the file ? We might call
for it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Xt is not so
sharp a file as tle hon. member. The letter I
refor to passed through the hands of the member
for Boulder, as I have stated. It will, I am sure,
afford the member for Coolgardic & great amount
of pleaaure, as woll as information, to know that at
that time, and at present, snyone who has & meter
and pays rent for it in Kelgoorlie can have the

_equivalent of it value in water without any extra
payment. If a person pays 10s. for the rent of his
meter he can have have 10s. worth of water in
exchange.
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Mr. Green : That is not generally known,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That has been
going on since 1914, and I believo earlier. I am
quite prepared to emphasise that by writing
minute to-morrow morning advising those con-
nected with the scheme to allow that guantity
of water in exchange for the value of the meter.

Mr. Green: And advertize it ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I am prepared
to do what Isay. 1t iz not that we cannot get the
water through, but that wo cannot sell it. The
scheme was built to deliver five million gallons
of water at Kalgoorlie, and if it had Lecn able to
do that it would have been tho best paying scheme
imaginable. As s matier of fact we are not de-
livering more than one million gallons. Tf we
could dispose of two million gallons daily thero
would be no deficit on the scheme. Wo cannot
sell much more than a million gallone daily as the
demand is not there.

Mr. Lambert : The enterprisc is over-capitalised.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not at all,
The hon. member does net understand the ques-
tion. The member for North-Esst Fremantlo
said that the meters should Le provided jusi as
much by the purveyor of water as scales shonld
he provided by grocers for the salo of their stuff.
Thet seema to bo o sound argument.

Mr. Green: It is,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS : What would be
the only other way to do it Tho expenso of &
water scheme must begin from thie time when the
water is first delivered, end’ thercfore must he
paid for fiom that time wntil the delivery.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I said that,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it is not
paid for by the individual by way of meter rent
it muet be paid for by our raiging the price of tho
water. There is really no diffcrence hetween the
two, It is enly the difference hetween Tweedledum
and Tweedledee, What differcnce docs it make
whether & man pays for the water by way of
meter rents or Ly way of an increered charge for
it ? Hon, members seem {0 look upon this water
business in the same way as they regard o business
connected with the purveying of foed, and think
that the State should mako a profit out of it, The
Siate is not desirous of making 2 profit, and has
been quite prepared to be content with getting
its own back egain. From what I can sce of other
Ministers, 1 do not think they have felt cany,
any more than I have, that the charge, which
should be horne by one particular part of the State
and that particular part only, should have to be
spread over the whole of the taxpayers of the

Stata.

Mr. Lambert: Your reasoning is unsound
in face of your previous admission.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
expect the hon. member to understand it. Tf the
metropolitan area was in the position of the gold-
fields, and the goldficlds people were ngked to carry
the burden of the metropolitan people, there would
be a howl from every onc of the members represent.-
ing thet part of the State. With regard to the water
at the Mundaring Weir, and the metropolitan
area, that water is given credit for. The hig
expense in connection with the water is in the
pumping, snd in the payment of interest and
sinking fund. That is where the trouble comes in,
Every penny that we get out of the Mundaring
weir is additional revenue to the credit of the
echeme, and makes the loss less than it would

otherwise be.
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Mr. Lambert : You have never varied the ratea
from the inception of the scheme, and they have
never been reduced.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not sup-
pose they have been reduced. I think they ought
to have been increased. I do not mind the argu-
ments put forward by the mines, which are the
biggest buyers in connection with the scheme,
a8 they were put temperately and in a business-
like and reasonable way. The Chamber of Mines
acknowledged all the arguments I could pug
forward in connection with the question of costs.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : But they wantod the water
at a cheaper rate.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They wanted
it cheaper from the following point of view, The
cost of producing gold and the returns they were
getting had reached sach a pitch that they had
to look for & reduction in their costa in any way that
they could and from every source. If we could
reduce the price of water it might enable them to
go on longer with some mines that otherwise must
close down.

Hon. P. Collier: They have argued in the same
way for years past.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I would not
be surprised. The question of the meters is, can
the State charge 10s. & yearly rentel for an article
which eosts £3? The hon. member will find that
even that 10s. barely meets the expenditure upon
repaira and maintenence of metors. I do not know
what the reason is, whether it is that the duat
geta into the meters, but the replacement of metors
upon the goldficlds is & very heavy expense.
Mention was mode of the sinking fund of thres
per cent. We shall be very lucky indeed if we
can convey the water to the goldfields at the
present price without o large expenditure for
another five or ten years, The maintenance and
repoir of pipes are growing in extent every yoar.
If we are not to get any revonue out of the scheme
for the purposc of dealing with this position, what
is the use of talking ¥ I do not know that I can
say any more. No man in this House would be
happier than myself if I could find it possible to
make a recommendation as suggested, not only
in favour of the goldfields, but also the agricultural
areas. But taking into account what it costs to
carcy on these services the matter i out of the
question. We have tried to cut the expenses
down 58 much as we can but I do not sce that we
can do what is asked of us now. Of course if the
House decides that the rents of these meters shall
be abolished, very well But I do not know
what the Treasurer will say. I suppose my esti-
mates then will be whittled down and hon. members
must be prepared to secept ' no '’ to their requests
for epecial grants for their districts.

Amendment put and negatived.

Questior put and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes ... 14
Noes ... 19
Mejority againat b
AVES,

Me. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chessobp Mr. Munsle

Mr, Colller Mr, Plesse

Mr. Davles Mr. Rocke
Mr, Hatrison Mr. Walker
Mr Jones Mr. Willeock

Mr, Lambert Mpr. Green

(Telier.)
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NoEes.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Maley
Mr, Brown Mr, Nalrn
Mr. Draper Mr. Plckering
Mr. Duff Mr. R. T. Hobinson
Me, Cardiner Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr. Johaston Mr. Hardwick
Me. Lefroy (T=ller.)

Question thus negatived.

MOTION-—-GREAT WESTERN RAILWWAY,
PROPORTIONATE FARES.
Mr, GREEN (Kalgoorlie} [6-8]: I move—
That in the opinion of this House the fares
from Kalgoorlie to Adelaide on the Great Western
Railway should be reduced to a proportionate
basis commenaurate with the nearer proximity
of Kalgoorlie to Adelnide a3 compared with
Perth, That in accordance with this motion
it is desirable for the Government to enter into
negotiations with the Federal Government with
a view to making a substantial reduction on
the farcs from Kalgoorlie east on this baasis,
This is another matter that I brought up on a
previous occasion, and I was unfortunate enough
to be told by the Minister to whom I addressed
myself at the timo that ho was unable to understand
what I was after. I hopo that I will be better
understood this afternoon and that I shall be
able to carry conviction to the Minister and through
him to the Cabinet with which he is associated.
I admit that both Kalgoorlic and Perth are to-day
in a better position so far as travelling facilities to
the Eastern States arc concerned than they were
before the railway waa completed, but what I want
to point out is that Kalgoorlic, as compared with
some of the towns in the Eastern States, is not
receiving that treatment to which it is entitled.
by reason of the fact that the same reduction is
not allowed for the through trip to Kalgoorlie,
and rcmembering that passengers to Perth have a
further distance of 375 miles to travel.
Hon. W. C. Angwin : Do you suggest that those
travelling to Perth should be made to pay more ?
Mr. GREEN: No, but is the hon. member
going to oppose all my motions this afternoon.?

Point of Order.

Mr. Lambert : On a poing of order, I would like
your ruling Mr. Speaker as to whether the hon.
member is in order in submitting such n motion.
With all duoe deference to the hon, member I think
he is trespassing on dangerous ground.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the hon. member's
point of order ?

Mr., Lambert : That this is purely a Federal
matter, and I hope you will allow mo to outline
my point or order so that you will more clearly
understand it.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member must not be
offensive,

Mr. Lambert : I in no sense desire to be offensive,
My point of order is that the member for Kalgoorlie
is practically sasking the Bousc to give s direction
upon a matter which is purcly of a Federal nature,
and I am agking you, Mr. Speaker, in view of the
fact that it may be taken as an interference on
our part with Federal funetions, to say whether
you consider the motion is in order.
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Mr, SPEAXER: The motion if carried will
only be an expression of the opinion of the House
that something should be done, and it will be for
the Government to act upon it or otherwise. The
motion is in order because it will not in any way
interfere 88 tho hon. member thinks with any
Federal funotion,

Debate resumed.

Mrz. GREEN : I am pleesed you have given that
ruling Mr. Speaker. It is the only one that I
would expect under the eiroumstances, remember-
ing the knowledge you have of Parliamentary
procedure, So far s the member for Ceolgardie
is concerned we do not expect him to he fully
scquainted with the procedure of this Chamber
aa he is a comparatively new member and therefore
we must forgive him. As you, Mr. Speeker heve
stated, this motion if carried will only axpress
the opinion of this House. That 18 what I desire
because the matter affects the State railways
equally with those of the Federal Government.

The Minister for Mines and Railways: It could
only affect the State railways if the fares were
increased from Perth to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. GREEN : I will point out the dircetion in
which the State railways might benefis. The
distance from Perth to Kalgoorlie is 375 miles,
There has been a difference made in the fares so
far as Kalgoorlic is concerned, That difference
which is allowed by the Federal suthorities is a
10s. reduction on the first class and Gs. Gd. reduoc-
tion on the second clasa fares. That difference
having been allowed, it then bccomea the pre-
rogative of the people of Kalgoorlie, and incident-
ally slso of the represcatatives of the goldficlds
and others of the decentralisation party who I
see hefore me on the cross benches, and the Govern-
ment as well, to see that one portion of the State
does not suffer unduly and that it gots the full
benefit to which its geographical position entitles
it.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 p.m.

Mr. GREEN: Before tea I waa making a com.
parison between the fares charged from certain
centres in the Eastern States westward with
those charged from Perth and Kalgoorlic east-
ward. We find, for instance, that from Kalgoorlie
to Adelaide the first class fare is £7, or 10s. less
than from Perth, the difference in distance being
375 miles, We find on s comparison of the fares
from Melbourne to Perth and from Adelaide to
Perth, o differcnce of 482 miles, that the reduc-
tions on-the Adelaide fares, as egainst Melbourne,
are, first-class £2 10s5. and second-clasa £1 13s,
On that basis the Kalgoorlie fare ghould he 39s,
less than the present first-class fare from Kalgoorlie
eastward, and 26s. less than the second-class
fare.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honoraty Minister):
Put it the other way,

Me. GREEN: I am only reckoning it on the
basia of what the Eastern States enjoy coming
westword. Kalgoorlie is entitled to the same
consideration.

The Minister for Mines and Railways: What
prefercnce do they get coming from east to weat ?

Mr. GREEN: I am showing the advantage
enjoyed by an Adelnide resident over a Melbourne

regident ¢coming west. The fare is £2 10a. less from
Adelaide than fram Meaelhanme
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Would it not be an argument to increase tho fares
from Kalgoorlie to Perth ?

Mr. GREEN: No. On that basis Kalgoorlie
pays fully that rate over the State railways to
Perth. But, eetting aside that argument for the
time being, we come to the fact that the State
Government themselves, on a ticket from say Perth
to Adclaide, receives from the Federal (iovern-
ment 33s. 1d. on the first-class fare, and 22s. on
the second-clnss fare, whereas the Ialgoorlie
passenger saves only 103, and @s. 6d. for the our-
tailment of that distance.

The Minister for Mines and Railways: On that
basis we ought to get only 10s. and 6s. 6d.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, Really the Kalgoorlie
passenger should be charged 233, 1d. less on
the first-class fare and 13s. Gd. less on the
gecondl-class fare. That ia on the basia which
the TFederal Government have established for
the distance between Perth and Kalgoorlie.
That is what they allow the Btate Govern-
ment. If the Housc sees fit to ecarry the
motion, which is emnly a recommendation. I
hope the Minister will make representations
to the Federal Government. T am sure the
Federal members representing this State would
inquire into the matter and endeavonr to fix
the fares on the bagis I have outlined. Tt
is nlmost uwnnecessary for me to remark that
it is not my intention to suggest that the fares
from Perth eastward should be any higher than
they are at present.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND RATI~
WAYS (Hon, C. A, Hudson—Yilgarn) [7.36]:
This subject was introduced into this Cham-
ber during last year for the first time by the
member for Kalgoorlie when he asked a num-
ber of questions of me as Minister for Rail-
ways regarding these fares, On page 30 of
‘‘Hansard’’ of last session it will be seen that
the hon. member asked, among other thinps—

Do the Government consider that it ia an
equitable proepsal to allow only 10s. first
class and 7a. 6d. sccond class reduction to
the TKalgoorlie publie, although the journcy

i 375 miles less than the distance travelled

from Perth?

The answer to that was—

The fare to and from Pcrth and the
Eastern Stated is a speciolly low competi-
tive one; similar conditions de not apply
to the same extent between Kalgoorlie and
those S8tates, The Commonwealth lina
must, for years to come, be worked at a
considerable loss, and the fares at present
in force bstween Kalgoorlie and the East-
ern States will compare favourably with
the old rates from Kalgoorliec to Fremantle,
plas the steamer fare. It is not customary
to allow any reduction on through fares for
intermediate passengers, and this concession
thongh small, is an exception.

The question was also asked—

Will the Government enter into negotia-
tions with the Federal (overnment with a
view of making a substantial reduction on a
proportional basis in the fares from Kal-
goorlie to Adelaide?

The reply wos—

Under the conditions mentioned in the

reviIoNnsSs 1nswor. nn.
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The hon. member asks the Ilouse to «eclare
that the faves from Kalgoorlie to .Adelaide
on the Great Western Railwazy should be re-
duced. To establish his ease he has submitted
arguments which are contrary to the spirit
of the answera piven to the questions in Ne-
venmber last. I maintain that to induce us
to make representations ta the #n g 0 er
ernment for a reduction of the faves from
Kalgoorlie to Adelaide, it must be shown
that those fares are excessive, The hon.
member has not established that those fares
are ecxcessive.

Hon., P. Collier:
the throwch fare.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND RAIL-
WAYSH: Perhaps in that light he may have
done s0. Put he las not establishial that
they are in themselves cxeessive. The reason
I mention it in that way is that the fareg
from Perth as has heen pointed out in
answer to the gquestion T have referred to, are
on o low competitive Lasis and all the fares
throughout tha Rtates are, upon that com-
petitive  basis, established from capital to
eapital, the sole exception being in regard to
Kalpoorlie, where a slisht redwetion in made
to the Kalgoorlie people. The competitive as-
peet, so far as Perth is concerned, and which
docy ot apply in regard to the Kalgoorlie
to Adeltide ticket, is that we have the com-
petition  of the steamers against the rail
transit. The hon. member hus admitted that
the estallishment of the Great Western Rail-
wiy las been of areat benefit to the Kalzoor-
lic people, enabling them to pet to the East-
ern Btates mueh more quickly and at a lower
rate than when, under the old conditions, they
had to come to Perth and travel by steamer,
The point, however, in this is that in regard
to the fares from Kalroorlie to Adelaide, as
I say, they are hased on a low competitive
rate and are ot exeessive, hecanse the rail-
way i becing run at o loss, There is a loss
also in the through teaffic on the Western Aus-
traliun line, and there would be a pgreater
Yoss if the trans-\ustralian fares were in-
creased us from Perth to Kalgoorlie., T ven-

Yex, as comparcd with

ture to ray that a case has not been estab-,

lished  which would justify the Fouse ™ in
earrying the motion. T submit that until a
very strong case is made out the Houte wonkl
not be justified in interfering in the matter.
Ag pointed out by the hon. member, it is a
matter rcaily for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to determine. But the fares were ap-
proved hy the Railway Commissioners of the
difforent States, and that in itself wmay be
some justifiention for the hon. member coming
to this House. Until the people of Kalzoorlie
have exhausted their rights to make appli-
eation to the TFederal Government throngh
their Federal representatives, it is not for this
Chamber to interfere.

Mr. Smith: Would you he prepared to re-
duce the State railway fares from Kalgoorlie
to Perth, s0 as to compete with the Great
Western Railway?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES ANXD RATL-
WAYS: There i no necessity for that.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie—in reply) [7.437:
The Minister nsed as one of his arguments
that because, as the result of the establish-
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ment of the Great Western Railway, the fare
is cheaper from Kalgoorlie eastward than it
was when we had to take the steamer, we
ought to be satished. [ submit that is no
argument at all. It woukl be just as reas-
onable to say that because the builock dray
was one of the methods of travelling between
Fremantle and Perth before we had a rail-
way, any cxcessive fare that might now he
charged on the railvay between the seaport
and the metropolis would really be a saving
to the people unsing the railwny because the
railwny was more convenient than the hul-
Joekk dray. We bave to deal with the Great
Western line ay an established faet. T think
I have made out o case that the fares are
excessive when we compare them with fares
charged over similar distanees along the
route coming from east to west. As I have
gnid, in comparisen with Adelaide, where a
reduction is made as against Melbourne of
£2 10s, first-class, and £1 134. fid, sceond-class,
proportionately we pay 398, more than we
onght to pay first-class and 2ls. sceond-clnss
from Kalgoorlie—I mean more than as be-
tween Melhourne and Adelaide.

The Minister for JMines and Railways:
There they have to vomprte with steamer
trafhe.

Mr, GREEX: That is so; and yet on that
basis, whieh Dbuttresses 1y argument, in
apite of that competition the charge is much
less than that from Kalgoorlie, However,
the competitive argument iy a poor one. To
follow it to its logienl conelusion, it weull
mean ihat heeanse o man is isolated at Cook,
any, or in the reatre of the Western Austra-
lian desert, it would be a fair thing, on the
plea that steamers cannot cater for that
traffic, to charge that man an exorbitant fare.
1 maintain the fare from Kalgoorlie iz in-
ordinately high compared with the farea
charged from other contres, MMoreover, our
“tate Governiiert themselves secured from
the Federal Government # certain rebate on
tickets issued at IPerth. That rebate has heen
asreeldl hetween the State Government and
the Federal authorities. Tt is 33s. d, for
the fiat-eloss fare and 22<. 7d. for the seeond-
elass fare, Perth to Kalooorlie, Ta it net
fair to argue with the Federal Goveranient,
**You yomselves have agreed that 33s, 1d,
ir a fair charge first-class, and 2%, 7d. a
fair charge sccond-clars from Perth to Xal-
gnorlie; then why not extend the same privi-
lege to the Kalzoorlie people?’” Whilst there
are only a fow of us, representatives of dis-
tant portions of the Rtate, interested in this
guestion, memhers on the eross benches, who
support decentralisation, may confidently he
expected to vote for the motion. T do not
eonrt their support, but I have little douht
they will be found voting solidly with this
side of the House on the question. T trust,
therefore, that on this oceasion what is un-
donbtedly a fair proposition will win out.

Question put, and a division taken with
the fellowing result:—

Ayes . . .- ..
Nocea .. .. .. ..

9 =

w25

Majority against



[30 OcToBER, 1918.]

AYES,
Mr. Chesson Mt Lutey
Mr. Collier Mr. Maley
Mr, Duff Mr, Mullany
Mr. Foley Mr. Munsie
Mr. Green Mr. Rocke
Mr. Harrison Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr Jonen Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Teller.)
Nors.
Mr., Apgwin Mr. Mitghell
Mr. Hroun Mr. Money
Mr. Brown . Mr. Ilesse
Mr. Draper | Mr, Pilklngton
Mr, Gardiner | Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Geurge ; Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott ' Mr. Underwood
Mr. Huidson | Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johnston Mr. Hardwlek
Mr. Lefroy (Tailer.)

Question thus negatived.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERY AMEND-
MENT, LIMITATION OF SPERECHES.
Debate resumed from the 18th September,

on the motion by Mr, Teesdale, ‘‘That in or-

der to seeure the despateh of business and the
good government of the State, the Standing

Orders of this House should be immediately

amended in the direction of placing a time

limit on the speeches delivered by hononrable
members in the House and in Committee.

That the following be adopted as a Standing

Order of the House:—No member shall speak

for morc than thirty minutes at a time in

any debate in the House, except in the de-
bate on the Address-in-Reply, or in a debate
on a motion of no-confidence, or in moving
the second reading of a Bill, or on the debate
on the Appropriation Bill, or on the Financial
Statement in Committee, when a member shall
be at liberty to speak for one hour. Tn Com-
mittee of the House no member shall speak
for more than twenty minntes at any one
time, or more than twice on any one question
before the Committge: Provided that this rule
shall not apply in Committee to a member in
charge of a Bill, or to a Minister when de-
livering the Financial Statement, or, in re-
gard to the number of his speeches, to a Min-
ister in charge of o class of the Estimates in

Committee of Supply;’’ and on the amend-

ment by Mr. Foley, ©'That all the words after

‘That’ be struck out, and the following in-

serted in liew: the matter of the limitation

of speeches be referred to the Standing

Orders Committee for consideration and re-
port.’’
Hon, W, €, ANGWIN (North-Bast Fre-

mantle} [7.56]: Tt is customary in this
Chamber to deal with motions in the order in
which they have been introduced. T regret that
that custom has not been observed in this in-
stance. Of course once a motion is sub-
mitted to the House, it becomes the property
of the House, and the Government have power
to place it in any position they ¢hoose on the
Notice Paper. Previously, the motion relative
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to the Claremont Iospital for the Insane pre-
ceded this motion.

Hon. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis
ter): No.

My, Jones: Undoubtedly,
moved before this one.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The motion refer
ring to the Claremont Hospital for the In-
sane has been shifted down the paper, and
this motion has been placed before it. I da
not know the reason for this departure from
the genmeral practice. As to the amendment
which has been moved on the motion we have
now to discuss, I see no use whatever in sub-
mitting it to the Standing Orders (ommittee
for consideration. The matter is cntirely one
for the House as a whole. The mover of the
motion thonght fit to quote from “‘Hansard’’
almost in their entirety certain remarks which
I made in opposing a motion similar to this
Whether the hon. member thought his quota.
tion of my remarks afforded sufficient support
to his metion, I do not know; but he put for-
ward nothing whatever of his own to Jead hon.
members to vote for bis proposal. ile com-
mented specially on my remark that there
were two ways of deing business in Iarlia-
ment. T still maintain that opinion. Tf a mat-
ter which is hronght before the Ilouse has the
support of only a minority, the proper course
is to talk on the subject as long as possible
with a view to securing a majority. If one is
in favour of a matter, and that matter hag the
support of a majority, then the proper course
is t0 say as little as possible and thus assist
the Government to get the matter through,
owever, it is a matter of wtter impossibility
to give to many of the questions which come
before this Chamber that due ecnsideration,
dealing with them in all their phases, in the
time suggested by the motion of the membeor
for Roebourne, It is a matter of sheer impos-
sibility, though possibly it might be achieved
by such members as have had alegal training.
But how is it possible for a lay wmember, when
Estimates are submitted in a proper manner,
enabling eomparisons to be made and items to
be dealt with in the best interests of the State,
to treat the subject of State finance and ad-
minjstration within the time limit here pro-
posed? Another instance is afforded by the
Bills, sometimes submitted, consisting of from
200 to 300 clanscs; how is it possible for a
lay man to do justice to sueh measures within
this time limit? T hope hon. members will
give this motion that due consideration which
it merita; aml that consideration is to bump
it out quick and lively. TLast session I quoted
from the apeeches of a pumber of members of
this House. I do not intend to quote them
again to-night. Members who have taken wp
the time when the Labour Administration
were in power. T quoted page after page
showing that those who hold Ministerial posi-
tions to-day had stonewalled for considerable
periols throughout the session,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Never one.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: 1T know it is diffi-
cult for members to stomewall, but they can
take a long time to say very little. I was not
referring to the hon, member, becanse I did
not gnote him. But T did quote other memhers
who had spoken ozens of times. I will re-

Ay motion was
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mind hon. members that the political pendulum
goes backwards and forwards, Because of a
certain sentiment at the last general election
—there was scarcely one person in the State
whe was sane—our minds were affected by
what was taking place elsewhere—we had
searcely anything else to think of but the
crigis which was taking place in another part
of the world—through scentiment a large
majority of members were placed on the other
side of this Chamber, but the pendulum will
awing back, as soon as the people get their
sanity again.

Mr. Mullauy: Is the hon. member in order
in discusding the state of the publiec mind,

Mr. SPEAKER. I think the hon, member
is only making comparisons.

Hon. W. (. ANCWIN: As soon as the
people of the State Lerome mentally sound, as
soon as penace is proclaimel—which we hope
will be at an carly date—I am of opinion that
the pendulum will swing back again, and I
warn members opposite net to think that be-
eause to-day they are on the Ministerial side
they will remain therc for ever.

Mr. Teesdale: This motion iz not directed
only at you.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: If we take the hon.
member’s speech in moving the motion it ap-
pears it was direeted only against me. The
Honorary Minister (Hon. R. H. Underwood}
snid the motion was warranted, and he compli-
mented me on the execllent speeeh I put up on
the Estimates, The pendulum ever swung last
cvening. [ lave found it necessary on mote
than one occasion to carry ocut what I believe
to be in the best interests of the State, to talk
for o long period to impress members, and it
has tnken me several hours, and then I have
failed, I have found it neecessary on many
occasions to do so, and I have been in this
position in this Chamber, supporting a Bill
with only two or thre words becaunse I wantel
the Bill to pass as quickly as possible. Let
us tnke the present session. Motions of this
kind in almost cvery Parliament are directed
against  these in Opposition. They aro
brought forward for the express purpose of
endeavouring to cheek the Opposition in their
lionest criticism of the Government.

Mr, Teesdale: That did not ecross my mind,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I did not say it did.
The hon. member has not had the experience
to konow if such is the ease or not. These
motions are hrought forward, I say, to cheek
the Opposition; it is for no other purpose.
I want to say if we take this Parliament, 1
ain almost in accord with the member for Nor-
tham when he says the members in Opposition
should be on the other side supporting the
Government, beecause if there has been any
delay in the eonduet of the business sinee the
last general election that delay has come from
the Government side of the Homse and not
from the Opposition. Members on this side
have been endeavouring to carry out as far as
possible the pledges which they gave to tho
electors. They are net only out to criticise
the Government but to assist them if possible,
and keep them on the right path. We have
endeavoured as far as possible to do that, but
captious eriticiam has delayed the business of
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the House. Time has been taken up—T do not
say wrongly—hut I believe the time of mem-
bers has heen taken up mostly by members on
the Ministerial side. [ helieve they thought
it was in the best interests of the State and
of their constituents. In reply to the Hon-
orary Minister, T hope the time iz long distant
when wo shall make comparisons between
this House and the Federal House. I have
been in the Iederal House, and it is more like
a bedlam there, There is no comparison with
this Parliament, The members in this House
come here to do work, and we cndeavour to do
it. DBut the member for Roebourne says,
““You shall not work; we will block you.
You shall only work a certain time and if it
is necessary to deal with certain matters in
Committee your time shall be limited.’’ The
hon, member should join the L\W.W, movement
in moving a motion like this—I won’t work,

The Minigter for Works: It suits you, does
it not?

Hon, W. Q. ANGWIN: No, it does not suit
any member on this side. T suppose when the
Treasarer introdueed his Estimates on the last
oceasion he made the shortest speech ever de-
Jivered in this House on the finances. But
could the Treasurer introduce his Estimates in
an hour!? Wags it possible to do justice te the
question in an hour? The Minister for Works
has a Roads District Bill on the husiness paper.
To do that justice it will take him two or
three hours to explain the various provisions.
Tt is impossible for him to do it in less time.
There are other matters I could refer to, Let
us take that splendid speech by the Attorney
General in introducing the Forests Bill. How
long did he take?

Hon, P, Collier: Three and a half hours.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yet the member for
Roebourne says that he ought to have only
taken an hour, and that members on this side
following him should be allowed bhalf an hour,

Alr, Duff: Is that not an exception?

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: No. it is not. Then
in Committee the hon. member says members
should only speak twice. The whole thing is
a flazco. It shonld not be allowed in a Cham-
ber of this deseription. 1 am confident the
people of the State are not in apreement with
it. They would not be if they understood the
position.

Mr, Teesdale: They want it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: They do mnot. They
want members to eome here and give sonsid-
eration te measures brought before us, They
want wmembers to come here and show the
weaknesses of the Government. There will be
no opportunity of deing that if the hon. mem-
ber’'s motion is carried. This is not party
politics. As sure ns the sun will rise to-
morrow, the time is not far distant when
members  on  the Opposition aide will be
transferred to, the Government side of the
Honse. I want membera to look at it
in that Iight. I have been on both sides of
the House more than onee, and I know that
time after time—dozens of times—the Alin-
ister for Works has taken up hours of time,
three houra at a time, mors than once. Did
anyone take steps to stop that hon, member?
Members should not be gagged on any ques-
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tion introduced in this Chamber. That Leing
g0 I gbouid like to see the hon. member assume
a reasonable attitude and in the interests of
the State withdraw the motion,

Mr, LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.14]: I am
rather sbovked to hear the suggestion thut
the Minister for Works is 8o loquacious, Since
1 have been here [ have not seen any exhi-
bition of the unnecessary use of words, although
at times his conduct is somewhat violent. I
am sufliciently charitable and generous to be-
lieve that it is probably due to the worship
of brevity, whieh the hon. member seems to
possesy, thiat in moving this motion he did not
make one siugle point in favour of such a dan-
gerous and far reaching inmovation. As the
member for North-East Fremantle {(Homn. W.
C. Augwin) bag stated, while the Oppositien
have & fouction which they have a right to
jealously regard, and while hon, members may
think that unnecessary talk will not serve a
purpose, there are times when, whether we are
in opposition or uot, criticism of the Govern-
ment is certainly healthy. The member for
Roebourne (Mr, Teesdale) apparently loses
aight of the fact that all members who come
here have not the disciplined and trained mind
of the lawyer, and that their everyday occupa-
tions and callings do not afford an opportun-
ity of concigeness and briefness of expression
which are sometimes essential, and which if not
practised get upon the nerves of the hon, mem-
ber, Although he can possibly be commended
for hias desire that the business of the State
should be transacted on different lines, I cer-
tainly think he is making o suggestion to the
House which he has not supported by one
single argument. The only point he does make
is, ‘T do think hon, members of ordirary in-
tellizenee can say all they have to say in half
an hour.’”’ There arc many here possessing
extraordinary intelligence, who ecould say all
they have to say iu five minutes. The memher
for Roechourne in his desire apparently either
to facilitate the business of the Government
or the business of the State, as the case may
be, is striking at the very root of the rights
of hon. members. I hope he will see that it
is not the desire of this House to have the
privileges of members curtailed in the manner
snggested, and that irrespective of the fact
that long spceches are sometimes delivered by
the member for North-East Fremantle, and may
make him slightly nervy, he will be able to
see there i3 a certain useful function even in
that, and will realise that it serves a purpose
which is sometimes not being served in any
other way. T trust the suggestion of the
member for North-East Fremantle, that the
hon, member will not persevere in his motion,
will be adopted. When speeches are delivered
in the House I believe them to be delivered
in good faith. They are not always delivered,
as the hon. member may think, in order to
waste time or to embarrass the Government,
or put the ccuntry to any unnecessary expense.
There are some members f{o whom it s a
pleasure to listen. There are many questions
which cannot be digeussed in the time sug-
gested by the hon. member, If to-morrow we
had to diseuss the relationship between the
States and the Commonwenlth, who for a
moment would dare to say that all the rami-
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fications of this question could be gone into
and discussed upon their merits in half an
hour? If the hon, member ig not informed by
what embera say in their speeches he can
go out of the Chamber. He is not compelled to
sit here. There is other ac¢ccommodation in
other portions of the House outside the seat
he occupies. If he is not being informed upon
any question that hon, members are discuss-
ing, and does not desire to listen to the
apeeches, he has his alternative. There are
many matters that require considerably more
than half an hour'’s speech to be preperly dis-
cussed, and which would take any ordinary
member, not an extraordinary member, more
than that time to cover in a gencral way. It
we had to discuss, for instance, the redistribu-
tion of seats, or an alteration to the Constitu-
tion, or other big subjects which it may be
advisable to go into, although possibly many
unnecessary words would be used by hon. mem-
bers, still it is necessary and absolutely essential
that every member should have the right to-
express in his own language, in his own way,
and in his own time, his thoughts upon the
subjeect. I lope the hon. member will
realise that, and that te have onoe month’s
session anmd 11 months spell is not what Par-
linment is meant for, The people of thix
country do not pay memhers of the Legisia-
tive Assembly for that., They pay them to
attend to the business of the couatry. Apart
from any desire to have a recess of aome 11
months in the year, 1 hope the hon, memher
will gee that it is necessary for ux, who are
paid to perform our duties to the country,
to earry them out in a proper manner, and
that it is necessary, not oaly for members
to be prepared to listen to the speeches of
others, but for everyone to tanke an interest
in the affairs of State, and to be prepared to
speak irrespective of what time may be oceu-
pied in deing so.

My. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.217: Tt is
nnpecessary for a memher tn apologise for
speaking on such an important subject as
this, espeeially when speaking against the
motion fabled by the member for Roebourne,
T am opposing the amendment moved by the
member for Leonora (Mr, Foley), as well as
the motion itself. '

AMr. Teesdnle: You oppose everything.

Mr, PICKERIXNG: T1f this opposition is
successful T ghall have done a serviee to my-
sclf and the country. T am convinced that
when ahyome comes to econsider the subjects
for debate in this ITouse, many of which are
of a highly technical nature, it is ahsurd to
think that the only members who  shonlidt
have a right to speak upen them are the
Ministers who introduce the measures con-
neeted with them. Tt is possible that we
may have some highly technienl legal point
to be discussed upon its introduction by the
Attorney General.  Although the Attorney
General may be a great authority on these
legal suhjects there are other legal members
of the Chamber who are at lenst of equal
eminenee, They might think it necessary to
speak at great length on the subjeet intro-
duced by the Attorney Ceneral.

Hon. . Collier: If a Minister does re-
quire more than half an hour to move the
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second reading of a Dill why should not
other meinbers require the same amount of
time?

Mr, Teesdale: You bave 25 hours hetween
you, at the rate of half an hour.

Mr., PICEERING: 1 agree. At the end of
last sesyion, when several importaut Bills
would have been rushed through the Cham-
ber at the «dying hours, fortunately for the
country, mewmbers of the Opposition pre-
vented that being dore. It is possible that
there may be a change in the position of
parties, and it may be in the interests of the
Stato that we should see cyc to eye on a
particular point with that party, and talk
out all legislation whieh comes ulong at the
last hours of the session. Ome of the points
upon which the motion might commend itself
to hon. members iz on the score of ecomomy,
but I understand that the experience of the
Federal Parliament has demonstrated that
no saving has been effected so far as the
Federal ‘*Hangard’’ is conecerncd. We have
had before the House recently several topics
of great importance to the country, amongst
which is the guestion of repatriation. The
Bill as introduced in this House did not meet
with the cntire approval of members, and it
will be necessary to speak at some length on
the measare. Would it be considered a
waste of time if, after full discussion on this
particular subject, n measure was ovolved
which wags superior to any other of its kind
in MAustralia! There may be measures of a
technieal nature dealing with architeeture, to
which profession I belong. There are very
few members vepresenting that piofession in
this ITouse. ¥t might be neeessary that [
should speak perhaps at muel greater length
in oppoesing. posdibly, some iziguitons pro-
prosition of the Govermment, Other members
of the Chamber might have the same desire
to #peak. Tf this motion ia carried it means
that all the expert knowledpe whielh we may
have on different questions that ¢ome hefore
the TIouse will he silenced. Take Lhe dis-
trivt represented by the member for Cool-
gardie. That hon. member has specialised in
u vertain industry, and it may bappen that
it will be necessary that some measure
should be introdured dealing with tliiat in-
dustry, which he is enmdeavouring to estab-
livh, and whirh we hope will meet with the
suecess it deserves. Tt i3 possible that the
hon. memher will desire te speak at great
length on the sulijert, I understand that if
this maotion is earried it may prevent his
doing justice to the industry. T think there
it a great deal of personal feeling in the
inution moved by the member for Roebourne.
That lion, member hag uot spoken ot any

lenxth  on anv  subjert in thiy  TIouase,
and 1 think he feels a  natural re-
sentment  acainst any  other  hon. member

who takes up the time of the House at
greater length than he himself has done. T

think the motion was dirceted more particu-

Iarly against members on the other side of the
House,

Hon. T. Collier: Weo have not been sueh
bhad offenders thig session.

Mr. PICKERING: No, with the exeception
perhaps of the member for Kanowna (Hon.

[ASSEMBLY.

T. Walker). That member 18 an exeeptinnal
speaker and one of the few orators we have
in the House, I have listened on many ocva-
sions with pleasure to the speeches which
have tallen from his lips. T am sure, how-
ever, that the member for Rochourne resents
anything over a quarter of an honr of that
hon. gentleman’s orations in this House, If
the member for Kanowna is deharred from
giving us the benefit of his knowledge on, say,
the CUriminal Code, or other mensures of the
kind, we are likely to cast legislation which
will be of detrimeut to the people of West-
ern Australia. 1 hope hon, members will <le-
feat the wmotion, and that it will not be tol-
erated. 1 shall strongly oppose it mysclf.
Mr. MONEY (Bunlbury) [8.27]: There is
one matter wlich does not seem to have been
mentioned during the discussion, and that is
that at any time the ITouse has a perfect
right to suspewsd the Standing Orders, if the
majority ot members so <esire, ond so ex-
tend the length of time doring which a mem-
ber may speak
Mr. Pickering: That malkes it a privilege.
Mre. MOXNEY: | have heard of no hardship
in consequence of the SBtanding Orders. This
is no new thing for this Houre, and it is
not an experiment, I am satisfied that on all
ocensions it is quite possible for anyone who
gives any time to a2 subjeet to say quite
sufficient in this lHouse within the limits of
half-an-hour. I do ret think the amendment
of the member for Leonora (Mr. Foley) is
necessary. The House shoull be in a position
to know what it desires and what is necessary
for the debates. T am wnot in favour of the
amendment, and shall support the meotion.
Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.30]: [
do not want to make a lengthy speech to
show that it is not ncceessary to ecarry this
proposal, but I do want to make thc same
comment with regard to the hon. member who
moved the motion that T applied to the hon.
nmember who moved a motion to curtail the
mumber of members  of  Parliament, and
thereby diminish the power of the represcn-
tatives of the people. The proposal of the
hon. member for Roebourne is one that will
shear the House of ita liberties and its rights
and it will he doing 30 more or lesy under a
false pretence, T do not say on the part of
the hon. memher. It is true that in the Fed-
eral Parliament there are timo limits on
specchen and if “*Hansard'’ is to be trusted
no member there must speak for more than
one liour awd five minutes on any debate in the
ITonse exeept in the debate on the Address-
in-Reply, in a debate on a motion of no-confi-
denee, in moving the secoud reading of a Bill,
on the debate on the Appropwiation Bill, or
on the finaneinl statement in Committee, whon
o, member shall be at liberty to speak for
1 hour 335 minutes. In Committes no mem-
ber shall speak for more than 30 minutes.
Those time limits do mot ot all correspond
with the proposal of the member for Roe-
bourne, Iie does not want any-member io
speak for more than 30 minutes at any time.
Why does the hon, member presnme to nd-
judicate upoa the wisdom of members of the
House of Representatives in this respeet? In
the House of Roepresentatives the whole of
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the husiness of Australia is supposed to be
trausacted and it may be necessary to have
ghort speeches at times. Kven there, how-
ever, there is a particularly big latitude al-
lowed. There is a vast amount of difference
between the hon. member’s proposal of 30
minutes and the 1 hour 35 minutes of the

House of Representatives. The hon, mem-
ber for Rocbourne would limit ws to
30 minute speeches. I could understand

that kind of limitation if we were simply a
debating society, and we had to get through
a debate no matter how momentouns it was, in
one evening, so that cveryone might have a
chanee of speaking, I could understand it
alyo in rcoumeetion with a roads board confer-
enee, oF any other conforenee, where people
wereg broncht from a vast distance and whoe
had only a few days in which to transact all
their business, and where all would have the
right to vontribute something to the proceed-
ings if they wished to do so. Dut to bring
those mothods into Parlinment shows very
litile idea of the purpose of Parliament. The
very word itaclf—Parliament—means a place
of wspeech. Tt is the place where the people
come to speal, where speaking is the work.
The whole performance, that of persuasion,
that of wuidanve, that of informing, that of
control, that of direceting, that of suggesting,
all that has to e (done in Parliament. What
other kind of work ia there that the hon, mem-
ber would have us do? Let ns get on with
some vork. 1le way utter that oxpression.
What is the kind ot work we come here to
transaet in this Chamber! There is ne other
work wo ¢an o,

TTon. P. Collier:
cense to work,

ilon. T. WALKER: TUndoubtedly, The
very woment we stop talking we shut the
dnors, and vhien the dovia are opened mem-
bers are bhronsht together and the Speaker is
put in the Clair for the purpose of speaking.
The sipuificant thing, however, is that the
most istinguished officer in this House of
speaking is Mr. Speaker,

Ilon, JJ. AMitehell: The most silent man.

Hon. T. WALKER: XNot necessatily the
most silent man, There was a time in the his-
tory of Darlinment when he had very import
ant speaking to do, when his utterances were
the ntternnees for the whole of the Assembly,
but T want to know what notton the hon. mem-
ber has of tho work of Parliamentarians when
he wants to stop all talking, He wants to eut
us down to 20 minutes, then 10, then five, then
four, then three, then two, anrd then one, and
then complete silence. If it is good to limit
80 much, what is the virtue of half an hour?

Mr. Harrison: ¥Yon prune the tree right
away.

Hon, T. WATLRKER: That is a matter for
the Minister for Agpriculture, eomplete rooting
up, A completely silent Parliament would be
the ideal Parliament for the member for Roe-
bourne, and the best equipped candidates for
such a Parliament would be the deaf and
dumb, TUndoubtedly the hon. member would
be best suited for a Chamber of that kind.
What good purpose does he intend to serve?
What ocension has he had sinee he has been

If we cease talking we
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in this House to complain of long speeches?
When have his ears or his understanding been
offended by the lengthy loquacity of any hon.
meniher in this Chamber? 1lle hag never had
his uerves broken up, or his constitution
wreeked, by any prolonged utterances from
any of the henches,

Mr. Teesinle: You have given it a shake
oecnsionally.
Hon. T. WALKER: Yex, when it was

needled, but never offensively and never tedi-
ously. The hon. member has been pleased to
listen evidently, but what is he aiming at?

Mr. Teesdale: Getting through a little bit
more legislation and having less talk., T.ook
at the Notice I"aper last session. .

Hon. T. WALKER: What of it?

Mr. Teesdale: Half full.

ITon, T. WALKER: Looking at the hon,
tnember'’s sage-like contour of countenance.
I should say he knows that the greatest evil
that can bhefall a young country is an excess
of legislation. o grind laws out in the samu
way as you grind pork snusages is to make
them quite Lad as «quickly as pork sausages,
There 18 wo duralility ov the least nutrition in
them, It was Henry Thomas Backle, the great
historian of English civilisation, who said that
the best laws of Xngland passel in the Iast
400 years were those which repealed the older
Inws, We could o an enormous amount of
good in this Parliament if we repealed & lot
of the old laws that fetter us, that govern us
from the 4dead past. But the hon, member’s
ileal is to turn out laws whilst you wait. A
penny in the slot and a law at the other end.
That is the idea the hon. member has. He
does not know that very often a long dehate
in this C(hamber, though it may be wasted
time go far as the listeners in the Chamber
are concorned, and though much of it may
appear like wilfnl, deliberate and obnoxiouns

opposition
Mr. Teesdale: "That is what it appears to
ma to be, .

Hon. T. WALKER: Then T am not mistak-
ing the hon. member's capaeity at all, Do not
mistake me there, Rut it gives time to the
people to know what is being done. Tt gmives
time for considerntion outside this Chamber
a3 well as in it before n fing! decision is
arvived at, Rushing the dehates through with
a few short speeches therc eam he no know-
ledge on the part of the outside publie as to
what has transpired within these walls. The
lnws would then come upon them as the sun,
They would go to bed without a law and next
morning they wonld find a new one that they
had rever heard of bhefore, a law which had
never been debated and never heen considered.
T will ndmit that s0 far as the debate in
this Chamber is concerned, it is of little valne
te the members within it,  Unfortunately,
we too are governed by party restrictions
which enable the leaders of party practieally
to sway the whole body of the sida they be-
long to. Consequently, whatever is said from
this side, be it ever so logical, or well founded
in fact, be it cver so true to prineiple, eannot
change one vote upon the other side. The best
apeceh ever delivered or heard has not the
music in it that the crack of the whip from
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the Treasury benches has. Be one ever so
giited in the use of words and phrases, let
all the phrases be of the soundest logie, when
the Whip says ‘‘We want you in your place
when the bell rings’’ all the force of speech
haa disappeared. I have seen members on
that side, and I may say sometimes on this
side, coming from the corridors and from the
ante rooms rush inte this Chamber not know-
ing one fact that has been advanced, not one
single argument adduced, not even be aware
of the exact question wunder discussion, yet
vote upon it because it is a party
question and the Whip has told them
to vote. They look for the Whip and go
to the side of the Homse he is on. In that
respect it is useless having debates in this
Chamber. That is not the value of debating
in this Chamber. But in a sound, healthy
body peolitic, in a community full of public
spirit and taking an interest in the welfare of
the State, what is said here, being adequately
reported, and the reports being obtainable,
spreads through to the community, and the
public at large weigh up the arguments and
judge of the merits of the question, There-
fore our debates are, not for the purpose of
convineing the bon. member, but for the pur-
pose of letting the public know the light or
the darkness that scintillates or ohacures in
this Chamber. That is the purpese of debate
and that is the purpose of the right we have
of dcbate. To eurtail that right is not te eur-
tail our right, not to silence the opposition,
but to curtail the rights of the publie, the
interest they have in their representation in
this Chamber, [ have known men to be de-
liberately put out of their seats simply be-
cause they were what are called silent mem-
bers; mnever able to lift up a voice on hehalf
of their constituents or the country at large.
Because of their incapacity to do that they
bhave been ignominiously rejected from this
House.

Mr, Teesdale: I sappese they would still
be respected ceven if rejected from here? They
would not lose their character simply because
they could not speak?

Hon, T. WALKER: No. I kuow some
very good silent members, In fact T have con-
siderable respect for the hon. member him-
self, althongh I have not heard him make a
leng speech.

Mr. Teesidale: You are not going to, either.

Hon. T. WATKER: Perhaps for very good
reasons. PBut what has heen the glory of this
Parlinment of ours? Has it been the silent
members?

Mr. Teesdale: Read your papers; they will
tell you where the glory comes in.

Mon. T. WALKER: What papers? The
“Taily News,”?' the ‘'Producers’ Gazette’’?

Mr. Teesdale: The ‘‘West Australian’’ ani
the *‘Worker.”?

Hon. T. WALKER: What about it? Does
the hon. member take his measure of his own
merits and serviees from the criticisms of the
journals he mentions? Will he he content to
take a verdiet given to him either in an edi-
torial or o paragraph in the ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’? Not he. He will have his own opin-
ion of his own qualities despite what they
mivht sav of him. But suraly the hon membar ia
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not going to take up the cudgels on behalf of
the journals, and defend them in preference to
the institution which he adorns! TIs it not a
fact that those journals, those daily papers,
are beeoming rival governing agencies with
Parlinment itself? Are they mot trying to
usurp the functions of Parliament! Are they
wot trying to lead and even to obscure the
intelligence of the ecommunity? Are they not
in this putting themselves higher than Par-
linment? Are they not consilering themselves
immengely the superior of the hon. member,
and is he content to sit down servilely under
their floggings in that rvespeet? Does he wish
to think he deserves all the contumely, the
filth and the vile abuse that some journals
pour ont on members of Parliament? Has
he earned the reputation they would immor-
talise him with! Is that the spirit of reform
—content to cringe under the shadow of
caluinny that the envions, those who write
paragraphs at a penny a line, east upon him?

Mr. Jehnston: They did not eut much ice
in the Swan eglection,

Tion. T, WALKER: No. The people were
mueh wiser than cither the Tress or Parlia-
ment. The proletariat is getting abroad, the
sense of manhood is going amongst the mul-
titude, and therefore they are not led or
driven as they nsed to be, cither by members
of Parliament or by the Press. But I want
to ask the hon. member for Roebourneif he is
content to put the journals up as superior to
Parliament? When he took me off the track
T was asking what were the glories of the
British institution of whieh we are a shalow
or a child. Ts it the short, stumpy speeches
of incompetent stammerers? No. The glories
of a Fox, n Sheridan, a Burke, a Pitt——

Mr, Johnston: And a Walker.

Hon. T. WALKER: No, I am sapeaking
of the glories of the past. At the same time
T agree that the name of Walker, as far as

language is concerncd, is famous in his-
tor,; '

Mr, Green:  And in whisky, too.

The Premier: Tt is still going strong.

Hon. T. WALKER: For we have in
Walker's dictionary

The Minister for Works: And in his
whisky.

Hon. T, WALKER: We on this side are

content with his dictionary and we leave his
whisky to the fuddlers on the Treasury
benehes.  But te come hack to the fact with
which we are intimately concerned. Can the
hon. member conscientiously say that every
great subject can be dealt with in 30 minutes?
Are there no subjeets, great to his mind,
whirh require o larger treatment®

Mr. Teesdale: When 2§ of you have ploughed
through it for half an hour each there ought
to be enough anid.

Hon. T. WALKER: But 25 do not give
each a portion of a speech, They do not take
speeches in relays.

Mr. Teesdale: They take them on like a 10-
inch gramaphone.

Hon. T. WALKER: T can see that my hon.
friend has still the notion of the sausages in
gtrings, One starts with the first sausage,
and the next member takes the next sausage,
and so0 on.  Bat =erionsly whaaver introdunces
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a subject of importance in this Chamber is
responsible for the development of that sub-
jeet, for the elucidation of its details, and for
the presentment of it in such a way that it
can be understood by those who before knew
the least about it. It is a member’s duty to
treat his subject well. If it is a subjeet of
" importance to the community, he cannot slum
it, he ecannot treat it as an indifferent thing.
A matter which might lift burdens from the
multitude or put fetters upon them cannot he
flippantly treated as if it were a debating-class
exercise. He must make himsgelf familiar with
his subject, and to do that he must get up the
matter which gives weight, substance, body
and quality fo the speech; he must give the
House the benefit of his investigations. Our
intelleets arc swayed by the material addneed,
and there are some matters of that importance,
of that far-extending nature, that they cannot
be adequately treated without an abundance
of fact and almost an ex¢ess of material,
although of course there canaot be any such
excess.  There are some speeches absolutely
too long when they are of three minutes dura-
tion, while there are other speeches too short,
something has been left unsaid, when they are
of three hours duration. It is not the length
that makes the merit, it is not the brevity that
is the excellence; it is the importance of the
matter adduced, its relevaney, which consti-
tutes the excellence of a speech, which gives it
its weight. It is always a danger to limit
speeches. Speech will limit itself. Ignorance
eannot continue in utterance, because it has
nothing to say. And an ignorant speaker in
this Chamber, that is to say, one who is talk-
ing and saying nothing, is soon reminded of
the faet by hon. members and soon indueed to
change his theme or resume his seat. Besides
which the House has wisely placed in your
hands, Sir, the power to correct mere repeti-
tion, mere iteration, mere utterance that has no
guidance or quality in it; and therefore there
is nothing to fear in that respeet. There are
times when a Government, for their own in-
terests or for the interests of party, may bring
forward measures which will bind the country,
bind citizens for many years to come. There
may be a Government that will bring in
mensures iniquitous, absolutely unjust, for
purely party purpeses. Do you mean to tell
me, Mr. Speaker, that it is illepitimate, that it
is unjust, that, even by what is called stone-
walling—which is to say, using every power
of speech one has—such a measure shall he
delayed until its enormity has been made fully
manifest to every citizen of the country? There
are times when there is not a man worth his
salt but will do his utmost, by aspeaking for
hours, not minutes, to awaker the letharmie
public to the fact that a tragedy of a pelitical
charaeter is heine perpetrated in Parliament,
to direet their attention to what is heine done
here. so that they mav themseelves take a part
in these procecdings, and that the dire faet
mav he recorded in their memories for future
action, when the time arvives. The hon. mem-
ber wonld erush that. What is it that dis-
tingnishes man from the hrute? His power of
apeech. The ape can chatter for a minute.

The monkey can talk for a faw seconds, but
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erowning distinetion of the highest animal in
the order of Creation that be can speak. The
old philosophers of Greece gave almust a ven-
eration to speech, to discourse, Discourse waa
@ deity. The power of utterance, the power of
expressing thought, was accounted as divine,
And in that portion of our Christian literature
that deals more particularly with the old Greek
philosophy, the opening chapter says, ‘‘In the
heginning waa the logos—in the begiuning was
the word,’’ The most sacred word! And so
humanity has ever held it. It is not a2 mere
theological veneration; it is not a mere philo-
gophical nbstraction. ¥t is not slone in the
region of sentiment that speech iz wvalued.
Let me tell you that the power of ex-
pression, and the right to express, nre the
highest echaraeteristies of eivilisation. With-
out speech, without the conveyance of thought
from one to another by oracular wmethods,
it is impossible to improve, Give me a nation
without speakers, and T will give youanation
of savages. Give me a nation who limit
gpeeches, and 1 will show yon one drifting
back to savagery. Curtail our power of ox-
presgion, stop our utterances of thonght,
and we shall drift backwards into the medine-
val dnrkness of superstition, and ignoranee
onee more. Thonght is the quickener of every-
human cffort heneficial to mankind. And what
is thought that is nof put into words? Tt is
only by words, by the expression of words, that
we sec¢ the value and the grandenr and the
glory of thought. Te put o limit on that is
like putting a limit on life. For speeeh is
the very life of a community. T am econ-
nected with the hon. member opposite, hound
with him, we can become as it were as one,
a one-ness is created between us, the very mo-
ment that we can converse, that he ean talk
to me and I ean talk to him, Without thought
spoken, we arc isolated amimal atoms; ne
more. The agpregation, the binding up, of
the social organism, of the human  family,
is ereated solely by the power of the rom-
munication of thought by language, Stop that,
stop even one sentence that has an uplifting
fire within it, and you do positive harm to the
whole ecommunity. There i3 one part of the
works of that great philosopher, Herbert
Spencer that is ever dear to me. T never tire
of quoting it when opportunity offers. Tt is
more or less a puide to me in my life, aml 1
sincercly trust that it may become a puide to
others——

Not as adventitions will the wise man
regard the thoughts that are in him, but as
children horn to him, which he may not
carelesaly let die. The highest truth he sees
he will fearlessly utter, knowing that, let
what may eome of it. he is thus acting his
right part in the world. Tf he can effect
the end he aims at, well; if not, well alvo,
thought not so well.

If we take those words as our guide, we are
rot going to let thought and knowledge diein
onr breasts, even in this dend Chamber. We
are poing. to speak here, and no one wan is
going to curb our thoughts if we ean prevent
it. Bind my bedy, if you like, but you shall
not check my thought., My thought shall be as

free as the air, as free ns the freedom given
Emn AL ctermbhid e dlhha Lacdsa mf o rmmdoans ol n Temora
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died to obtain that liberty. The right to
speak is that which fired the best and noblest
sons of the human family, In every dungeon,
at every stake, in every abode of the instru-
ments of torture, brave souns of the human
race have endured even death itself that we
ntight have the right to speak. XFor that
right they have thus suffered, and the path-
way to every stand in civilisation is strewn
with the bones of martyrs, with the graves of
the brave dead who have suffered that we
might have this liberty. And now out of the
wild backblocks of this new and isolated con-
tinent of the south there comes a atrange
nomad, reminding us of the Neanderthal man.

Mr. Teeadalo: Oh, out of the hellow lop.

Ton. T. WALKER: Ye comes into this
Chumber of speech, into this IIouse that calls
itsolf o talking House, to say to us, ‘‘Come
back to the woods to the cave dwellings, ouce
more. Let ug live in the darkness and gloom
of the cavern, and think there is too much
argument even if we ask each other what
there iz for supper.’’ Such are our leaders,
the new uplifters of man, the dignifiers of our
race, who themselves have no thonpght to com-
municate and therefore ask that we too be
silent, who have no great purpescs in life to
serve beyond thot of merely sitting in this
Chamber amongst their superiors; who think
they are reforming us when they are absolu-
toly inviting us back to the chattering ape and
the gibbering denizens of the forest.

Amendment (Mr. Foley's) to strike out the
words after “‘that,’’ put and passed.

Amendment (to imsert eertain words, so that
matter be referred to Standing Orders Com-
mittee) put and a division taken with the
following resolt:—

Ayes .. 22
Noes .. 15
Majority for 7
AYES.
AMr. Broun Me. Lefroy
Mr. Brown Mr. MMaley
Mr. Draper Mr. Money
Mr. Duflf Aflr. Mullaay
Mr. Foley Mr, Piessa
Mr. Gardiner Mr, Stubba
Me. George Mr, Teesdnle
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hnarrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
BMr. Hudson {Teiler.)
Mr. Jobnston
NoES.

Mr. Angwin Mr., Munsie
Mr, Chesson Mr. Plckering
Mr. Colller Mr. Pllkington
Me. Greeo Mr. Rocke
Mr Jonss Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr, Willcork
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Mitchell §Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
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(Question a8 amended put and a division
taken with the following result:—
Ayes .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 22
Noes .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 15

Majority for .. 7T

AYE4.
Mr. Broun Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Brown Mr. Maley
Mr. Draper Mr. Mopey
My, Dull Mr, Mullany
Mr, Foley Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Stubbsy
Mr. Genrge Mr. Teesdale
Mzr. Grifiitha Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrlson Mr, Willmott
BMr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hudson (Teller.)
Mr. Johnston

NoEga,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesason Mr. Pickering
Mr. Colller Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Green Mr. Rocke
Mr Jones Mr., Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr, Lutey Mr, O'Loghlen
Mr, Mitcheli (Peller.)

Question as amended thus passed.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION—SMELTING WORKS AT
GERALDTON.

Debate resumed from the 25th September
on the motion by Mr. Willcock:—**'That in
the opinion of this Houre, in order to en-
conrage the production of base metals in the
northern portions of the Btate, a State smelt-
ing works should be erected at Geraldton.’’

The MINISTER I'OR MINES (Hepn. C. A.
Hudson—Yilgarn) [9.21]: T desire at the
outsct to congratulate the member whe intro-
duced the motion and also the member for
CGireenough who has given considerable sup-
port to it, and the member for Kalgoorlie,
who has also interested himself to a great
extenl in relation to these lead-mining pro-
positioay in the Northampton distriet, The
object of the motion is to secure a resolu-
tion of the House declaring nceessary in the
interests of mining in that distriet thae
there should be smelting works crected at
Geraldton in order to encourage the produe-
tion of base metals in the northern portion
of the State. A number of members in this
Chamher have taken an interest in that dis.
tricet, and the development of it is a matter
of congratulation. During the ecarly portion
of the year T had the pleasure of visiting
the district with the State Mining Engineer,
and a close cxamination was then made of all
the properties producing lead, and the re-
sult of the visit was published in the news-
papers. Sinee then T am given to wunder-
atand from conversation with the Premier
and remarks that have been made by mem-



[30 OcTopER, 1918.]

bers representing that district that there has
been considerable further development in at
least one of the mines in that loecality. I
find, however, on close examination of the
position that therc is not, in the opinion of
the officers advising me, and in my own
opinion formed from some slight experience
of smelting propositions that sufficient guar-
antee of the success of guch an undertaking.
I regret excecdingly I am not in a position
to recommend the House to pass the metion.
In stating that I have had experience of
smelting propositions in the State I refer not
to lead propositions so much as thosze con-
nected with the copper industry, and there is
a digtinction hetween the two smelters deal-
ing with these two matters inasmuch as in a
majority of cases in this State, our copper
pereentage is very low and it is necessary
to have the amelter as near as possible to
the mines so0 as to get early treatment to
save the expense of trangport of the ore.
With regarid to the lead in this district, at
any rate, the position is somewhat different
inasmueh as the lead is transperted to the
smelter o it should realise something in
the natnre of a 70 per cent extraction to
enable the mire to he successfully worked.
The amonnt of the production of ore in this
locality that is in the northern portion of the
district—although refervnee has been made
to the smelting of copper from the Peal Hill
district—T think might ecasily be diymissed
because it is not proposed to ercet a smelter
for the trentment of Dhoth thesc metals. But
confining our attention to lead, the amount
produced in the district that has been men-
tioned during the Iast six months as shown
in the return which was furnished to the
House during the present session, and the
total tonnage for the six months ended June
last was 4,451 tons. Of that amount of ore
which waa taken over the railwaya, ore and
concentrates, the total from the Fremantle
Trading Company’s wines, Nabawa and
Baddera, was 3,203 tons, and from other pro-
ducing mines 1,258 tons. Now we have at
Fremantle a smelter capable of treating a
mueh larger quantity of ore than is being
produced in the Northampton distriet alto-

together. Indeed, they are only employing
ong furnace, & _ smali oms at that,
and even them ar¢ mot able to

keop it fully employed; the position being
that the Fremantle smelter is owned by the
game company which ig operating a number
of mines in the Northampton diatriet and
from those mines the greatest supply is ob-
tained. If the smelter were erected at Ger-
aldton we would have only a very small quan-
tity of ore in present showing to treat. Tn-
dee? with regard to the smelting of lead
ore——

Hon. P. Collier: It would pay that eom-
pany to treat there,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T propose
to show that it dones not pay them to shift
their property to Geraldten for treatment.

Hon, P. Collier: Tf the State had a smelter
there they wonld probably use it.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I am going
to show they would not. They have distinetly
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stated that they will not give up smelting
at Fremantle in order to go to Geraldton to
e suppliers to a State smelter there. I make
that cmphatie statement because I inguired
from the company whether they are likely
to hecome patrons of a smelter at Geraldton
it erected and they distinetly stated they
were not.

Hon. P. Collier: They are not likely to
say otherwise when they are deing the trade
now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They also
said the small gquantity of ore they are re-
eeiving from the prospecting shows in the
neighbourhood at Fremantle for treatment is
guch that they are not particular whether
they have it or not at the present rates of
charge. I shall show directly what the charges
are. 'Fo make my first point. Aa there is
not a sufficient quantity of ore produeced in
the distriet, taking it by and large, to justify
the construction of a amelter and of the pro-
duction from the mines and by the Fremantle
company there certainly is not. The prospeets
of inercased supplice arc improving but they
bave not improved during the last six months
to the extent to warrant the anticipation that
they wounld be greater during the next six
months to sueh a material extent to warrant
the cxpenditure involved in the ercetion of
n smelter at present, The eost of the eree-
tion of a smelter would be twice as great
to-lay as 10 years ago, or as it might he
after the war, The estimated cost of a smelter
to treat 20 tons a day is in the region of
£20,000. That cxpenditure so far as [ can
gather, and as I am advised is not warranted.
There is the position also to be faced that
if a smelter were erected at Geraldton by
the State, and there was an increase in the
output of ore, it does mot follow as a noees-
sary consequenee that the whole of that ore
would be taken to the smelter at Geraldton
for treatment, Tf companies were formed,
they might possibly put upon their mines
eoncentrators, and reduce the ore to a preater
percentage of metal so that they would he
able to ship it elsewhere for treatment at a
lower rate. T do mot like to advance that
argument, particularly beepuse T think it is
of advantage to the State to have smelters
to deal with this ore, and to have as many
as the production of ore will warrant, There
has been considerable argument in couneetion
with the charges made by the Fremantls
Smelting Company. Tt bas been urged that
a smelter at Geraldton wounld greatly reduce
the cost. As a matter of fact the cost of
railage from Geraliton {o Fremantle ix very
small, and the charges that are made at
Fremantle for the treatment of the ore that
in sent there by the prospeetors is less than
that which they would have to pay if they
sent their ore, or their coneentrates, outaide
the State, Tt i a pitv that the fimures were
quoted in the way they were becanse they
are somewhat misleading. T do not say there
was any intention to mwislead. In caonsider-
ing the charges that were made at some other
smelters, the position was shown only in a
¢ualified manncr. The cost of smelting alone
wag shown, whereas the recal cost of treatment
and the returning charges were much higher
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than was represented. Taking the treatment
of ore in the REastern States at the
company’s works at Cockle Creek and
Port Pirie, I would point out that
these bave not  altered  their charges
seriously  since  they  were  published
in the bulletin issucd by the Mines Depart-
ment in 1917, If hon. members have that
pamphlet, they will sce on reference to pages
4+ and 47 the charges that are made there,
There has been no serious increase in these
since 1917 and no real change in the charges
that are there made, Taking the average
Northampton ore of 70 per cent. lead, and the
London value of Icad at £30 per ton, the
smelting charges at Cockle Creek and Port
Pirie would work out as follows, according to
the tariff explained in the bulletin. At the As-
gociated Smelters, that is Port Pirie, the
charges are £8 12s. 8d. per ton of ore, at the
Sulphide Corporation Works at Cockle Creek
they are £8 2s. 9d.,, and at the Fremantle
selter the charges are £8 23 per ton of ore,
these charges being the amount to be deducted
from the full assay value of the ore at £30
per ton of lead, The argument, therefore,
that the smelting was done in the Eastern
States at £3 less than the charges at Fre-
mantle does not hold good.

Mr, Munsie: Do not other smelters allow
for the other values in the ore ag well ag for
lead?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They pay
for the silver, but up to the present at the
Jremantle smelter there has not becn sufficient
gilver in the ore which has been delivered to
warrant the cost which would be invelved in
the treatment of the silver,

Mr., Munsic: Not to the smelter but to the
prospector.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They also
pay for the gold, but the gold whieh is in the
ore that has been discovered in the Northamp-
ton district ia of a negligible quantity.

Mr. Willeock: What is the average amount
of silver to a ton of oref

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is less
than an ounce.

Mr, Rocke: Tt is holf an ounce.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would

ropresent 1s. 11d,, or 2s. per ton at the out-
side. That is not sufficient to warrant the
further treatment whieh would be involved in
the extraction. The charges at Fremantle are
as rcasonable as they are in the Eastern
States. 'Fhe extrz cost of going to Fremantle
with the ore is only in the railage charge

of about 11a. per ton, that is to s=oy,
334 miles of railage at #4d. egnals 1ls.
3. per ton. Even if there was a

smelter at Geraldton, and the metal was ex-
tracted from the concentrates, and the ore
delivered there, the lead would have to be
carried to Fremantle either by rail or by
water, and there would be a charge upon it
which would be neariy equal to the charge
made for the ore and concentrates. I am not
arguing against a smelter at Geraldton. I am
arguing that, under present conditions, the ox-
penditure is not warranted, because with the
mineg development which has taken place,
there is sufficient accommodation already in
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the State. I do not argue that this material
should go out of the State, but I do say that
we have no goarantge from the producera that
even if a amelter were erected at Geraldton,
the whole of the products would be sent there
willy nilly. If there were conditions obtain-
ing in England, or in the Eastern States, to
their greater advantage, they would seize that
opportunity and send it there irrespeciive of
whether a Government smelter was in existence
at Geraldton or not,

Hon. P. Collier: It ig reasonable to suppose
that the treatment would be done there.

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES: It is rea-
sonable to suppose that they would go to the
nearest market, A lead proposition is quite a
different thing to a copper proposition. The
small percentage of metal in the ore we have
in Western Australia makes it diffienlt and ex-
pensive to transport it, whereas the difference
between 70 per cent. metal and 100 per ceat.
metal in the ore, makes very little differemce
in the cost of transport. As a matter of fact,
ore is carried both by rail and hy water at a
cheaper rate than metal, becanse metal is of
greater value than ore. T think I have shown
that the quantity of ore now availahle for
treatment is not sufficient to justify the es-
tablishment of a smelter at Geraldton, and that
at present there is accommodation within the
State for the producer at a reasonable rate,
Assuming that the Government did ervect o
smelter at Geraldton at a cost of £20,000,
would they be in a position to treat tho ora
at a lower rate, allowing for the cost of
carriage and transport from Geraldion to Fre-
mantie, than is the case at Fromantle to-day?
I submit that it conld not be done at any
lower priec than is being charged at Fre-
mantle, because Geraldton is not a place
where coke i provided. Coke woulldl have to
be taken past Fremantle to Geraldton, and the
other fluxes would alse have to be taken there.

Mr. Willeock: There is plenty of coke at
the company’s works; they do not know what
to do with their product.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: Coke would
have to be taken to Geraldton for the purpose
of amelting, and fluxes would also bave te go
there. The eest would be as great, if not
greater, if the ore was to be treated at a
profit, than obtains at Fremantle, Whilst T
do not nidveeate Fremantle as against Gerald-
ton, T am not disposed to say that Fremantle
shoutd be rlosed down for the purpose of ecs-
tablishing a smelter at Geraldton, which would
not be a paying prospositien under present
conditions. I am, therefore, unable to recom-
mend the House to agree to the constroction
and running of a smelter at Geraldton,

Mr, MALEY (Greenough) [9.40]: I rise
to support the motion moved by the member
for Geraldton (Mr. Willeock), and my only
regret is that T did not bave the honour to
move it myself. The matter, however, aon-
cerns his clectorate to a similar extent as
ming, and I do not grudge him the hononr.
When I moved for a rveturn for the six
months ended the 31st July last, I waa pro-
ceeding to deal with the question of a smelter
at Geraldton but was prevented from doing
so. The information given in that return was
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to the effeet that during that period of six
months the total tonnage railed from the Nor-
thampton mining district waa 4,451 tons of
concentrates and picked ore. I want the House
to understand that the prineipal developments
in this distriet have only been going on for
the last six months. I am, of course, speak-
ing of new ddevelopments, for mining generally
has been going on in the distriet for the last
60 or 70 years, The lead produced from these
4,431 tons of eoncentrates and picked ore, on
a basis of 70 per cent., which is a fair aver-
age basis for the concentrates sent from Ger-
aldton, either to the Eastern States or Fre-
mantle, taken at £28 per ton, eguals a pro-
duction for the half year valued at £87,240.
That includes also the production of the Fre-
mantle Trading Co. from each of their mines,
The retwrn also shows that, exclusive of the
Premantie  Trading Company’s operations,
1,258 tons of ore were railed by the prospee-
tors during the same period. Of this tonnage
979 tons were railed from Ajana, which is the
siding for the (leraldine mine, 57 tong from
Nabawah, whith is on the Upper Chapman
railway line, and altogether distinet from the
Northampton line, and 222 toms from North-
ampton itself, and the mines in the immediate
vicinity. The gross value of the produetion
outside the TFromantle Trading Company’s
properties for the half-year amounted to
£24.657. When moving for the return, I re-
quested to be furnished with a comparison for
six months of the ore produced and ore
treated in respect of this field and of Ravens-
thorpe. The information shows that the Rav-
ensthorpe smelting works for that period
treated 2,622 tons ore for a copper value of
£22,156 and a gold value of £6727, making a
total production for the half-year by the Rav-
ensthorpe smelter of a value of £28,883, That
ig only some £4,000 in excess of the value pro-
duced on the Northampton mineral field by
the prospectors outside the Fremantle Trad-
ing Company. And as the Northampton out-
put is growing I wish to know whether the
development of the iwdustry there does not
warrant thie Government in giving either the
railway or the smelter? It seems to me that
the people of Ravensthorpe, although the
Government did mnot erect the smelter
there—-

ITon. W. C. Angwin: The Government did
erect that smelter, and gave it away to a
private company.

Mr. MALEY: Apart from the smelter,
them, the Goverument have constructed, for
tbe purpose of helping the Ravensthorpe cop-
per industry, a line of railway, 34 miles long,
to Hopetoun. Tf that assistance can be ren-
dered in the constituency of the Minister for
Mines, there is some justification for ask-
ing——

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Ravensthorpe was nof
in the Minister's constituency at that time,

Mr. Lambert: But the existence of the
works is a very handy thing for him now.

The Minister for DMines: None of that
money was expended in my time. The only
amount put up since I represented the dis-
trict is that for the railway.

Mr. MALEY: It is owing to the Minis-
ter’s energetic representation that all this has
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Lbeen done. Now I come directly to the
charges made by the Fremantle Trading Cowm-
pany’s Smelting Works. 1 cannot congratu-
late the Minister on the ease he has put up in
this respect, although L am prepared to ad-
mit that, proeeeding on the basis of ore whick
has been seut to the Eastern States swelters
at Port Pirie and Cockle Creek, it is not a
fair comparison to say that the ore should be
estimated practically on a basis of 55 per
cent.,, beeauvse there has beem a uniformly
high grade of ore seut from the Northampton
distriet. A fair average to take would be 70
per cent. The charges at the Fremantle Smelt-
ing Works aml at ort Pirie aml Cockle Creek
for the actual smelting alone on that basis,
work out in favour of the Fremantle Trading
Company’s charges by a small margin, But
there is this to be contemded with—the Port
Pirie and Cockle Creek works make provision
for the saving of noble minerals, either gold
or silver. By a slightly inereased payment one
can recover the silver or gold contained in the
ore.

Hon, P. Collier: But the Port Pirie and
Cockle Creek charges too are excessive. Those
works have a monopoly.

Mr. MALEY: [ want now to show exactly
where the shoc pinches as regards the Ire-
mantle works. The Fremantle Trading Com-
pany, by virtue of an agrecment with the
Government, are allowed to make on every
ton sent to their works an overhead charge of
10 per cent. This charge is in addition to the
charge of £6 per ton and of 1s. for cvery
lead unit below 70 per cent. In my opinion
this overhead charge amounts to an absolutely
vivious levy on induvstry. The 10 per cent. is
charged by way of making allowance for tho
obseolete plant operated by the company, I be-
lieve it to be a fact that this i9 charged as an
insurance againsl loss from defective plant.
I understand the plant is not very modern
type of blast furnace, which, instead of re-
covering up to 98 per cent. or perbaps, as a
modern smelting proposition should do, almost
10U per ecent., extraets only 96 per cont,, the
other 4 per cent. either passing wp the chinmey
or else escaping in the slag.

The Minister for Mines: One does not get
100 per cent. extraction from any smelting
works.

Mr. MALEY: With modern methods very
high percentages indeed are obtained. An-
other feature I wish to point out ia that of
the 4,451 tons of ore produced during the last
six monthg on the Northampton field and railed
to Fremantle, only 3,115 and seven-tentha tons
were pig lead. Railage has to be added, there-
fore, on no less than 1,336 tons of rock, which
hag been sent from my constituency to make
Troad metal for South Framantle. That rock
has been converted into slag, but railage has
had to be paid on that useless quantity. Such
unnecessary expenditure would be absolutely
avoided by the erection of a smelter at Gerald-
ton.

The Minister for Mines: But would you not
have to eart the lead?

Mr, MATEY: Yes, The Minister will admit
that the prade of ore in the Geraldine mines
is very high—in conversation with the State
Mining Engineer I gathered that the pgrade
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is phenomenally high. Could smelting works
be erected at Geraldton, the effect would be
that the ore counld be sent to Geraldton, always
providing the rajlway line were constructed as
well. There are two strings to this bow of
mine—the smelter and the railway., The ore
from the Geraldine area contains so high a
percentage of lead that the ore body could
ba trucked practically holus bolus. On the
average it eontains 40 per cent. of lead across
the whole face. 1f there were smelting worka
at Geraldfon that ore could be sent there with-
out any dressing whatever,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If it is a good payable
proposition, do not you think private people
would take it up?

Mr, MALEY: Private people are only uow
becoming alive to the fact that the mines are
there. If there is any part of the State which
suffers from want of publieity or advertise-
ment, it is that part of the country whose
claima 1 am neow advoeating. There hag been
no hotel accommodation at the head of the
line to Geraldine, which centre ome can visit
only by imposing on the generosity of resi-
dents. L have repeatedly urged the Govern-
ment to get an hotel established there. The
ora of the Baddera mine, owned by the Fre-
mantlo Trading Company, contains at present,
when broken to be sent to the ¢rushers, only
about 14 per cent. per ore ton of lead. Hon.
members will gather that if the majority of
the mines at Geraldine yiold ore containing
from 40 to 50 per cent., the proposition is a
good one, and will inerease the tonnage over
the line to Geraldton as well as saving the
prospectors any need whatever for putting up
those most expensive appliances used for eon-
centrating ore, I think the member for Kal-
goorlie {(Mr. Green) amd the member for
Williams-Narregin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) ecan
bear me out in the statement that the works
at the Prothero and Baddera mines are very
extensiva—I refer to the works for concentrat-
ing and dressing ore, If this huge expense to
the prospectors can bhe avoided, the Minister
ought to take that eircumstance into considera-
tion as another factor operating in favour of
the ercction of a amelter at Geraldton. To-
night I heard the member for Kalgoorlie appeal
to the cross benches for support to a motion
of his. He appealed for mupport on the plea
of decentralisation.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Bnt he did not pet it.

Mr. MATEY: T responded to the hon. mem-
bher's appeal, and I think other members on
these cross henchea also gave him support. If,
when motions of this sort are tabled, hon.
members, perpetunting  the system which is
absolutely wrecking the comntry  to-day of
draggine produets that should belong to the
various outrorts of the State down here, con-
tinue the policy of centralisation, Western Aus-
tralin is going to be a very poor country. Tf

the Government care to give assistance to this

industry, here is a chance for them to create
a thriving community in Geraldton and also at
the mines, which are eapable of sustaining a
large population of men working in profitable
employment, I commend this motion to hon,
members as ahsolntely worthy of their support,
and T hope it will receive that support.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.59]: 1
have little to suy in giving this motion my
general support. 1 sincerely congratulate
tiic member for Geraldton {(Mr. Willeock)
and alse the member for Greenough (Mr
Maley) on having brought this matter for-
ward,  If the discussion serves no other pur-
pose it will have the effcet of foenssing pub-
lic attention on a very deserving distriet. I
can gnite appreciate the attitude of the Min-
ister Tor Mines in trying in a general way
to outline the proposition from a hrsiness
point of view. Certainly his pogition is one
that is difiicult and from his point of view
must be approached with considerable ean-
tion. Sl T think that in all matters of this
deseription, particularly where ecvidence hag
been brought forward which shows that the
distriet posscases the undoubted possibilities
which have been stated, the Minister for
Mines would bhe well advised if he, at =all
events, deelared that the matter wouid be
propetly investigated. T do not altogether
think it iv a matter for the House to deal
with in the manner in which motions of this
description are generally dealt with,  The
members for Geraldton and Greenough vcer-
tainly put up a very good case in support of
a smolter at Gernldton, and T would like to
remind the Minister of the fact that it is
eectininly cheaper to smelt ore in Geraldion
than in FPremantle.  The ratio in tonnage be-
tween coke carried to Geraldton and ore ear-
ried to Fremontle would he shout four in
one, Thot is to say, it wounld take approxi-
mately one tou of eoke to smelt four tons of
ore, and one conld easily see the advantages
geographically and otherwise of smelting in
Geraldton instead of at Fremantle. Tn say-
ing that T ueed only to refer to the apparent
tonnage available for smelting purposes. T
think hon. members put up a very good case
in making comparisons hetween the facili-
tics granted at Ravensthorpe and the re-
quired facilities at Gernldton. The Minister
for Mines, T believe, is seized with the im-
portance of pranting farilities to  assist
mining, aud T ecertainly helicve if the money
was evailable he would have no vompunetion
ahout granting the facilities songht. With
the knowledpe the Minister has aequived anl
is aequiring daily, 7 am cenvineed, too, he
wonld grant greater facilities in the futore

than have been granted in the past. The
member  for  Greenomgh  put hiv finger
upon  the main  reason why the
charges imposed by the Fremantls
Trading Company are extortionate.

T vunderstand they make no pretence abont
their plant heing obsolete. T am not an anthor-
ity on smelting, but I understand that this
plant is eompletely ont of date. A sgmall plant
at Geraldton would smelt ore 30 per cent.
cheaper than the prospectors have to pay to
the Fremantle company.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The plant at Fremantle
has been fitted up in the past five years.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the hon. member
will not take offence at the statements 1 am
making, nor take a parochial view which would
ohscure any worthy ebservations he mav make
upon this matter. The smelters at Fremantie
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were originally designed for an altogether difi-
ferent purpose, and when the company weut
into liguidation the plant was knocked down,
and a ready-made thing ot a sort which is
ripht enough in its way, was erected to smelt
lead ore. ‘Lhe Miniaster for Mines could readily
asvertain that it would be possible to build
a small smelter at Geraldton for much less
than the awouut he ias mentioned, and so long
as he is convineed that it would pay interest
and sinking fund upon the outlay he would be
justified in bringing froward a recommenda-
tion to have the smelter erected. As other
Lon. members have stated, it is a vicious prae-
tice which has obtained, and will obtain, of
centralising everything.  While my respect
for the ruember for North-East Fremantle will
curry me far, it will not earry me to the extent
of supporting the practice of centralisation,
particularly as we know that Geraldton, from
a geographical point of view, and alsp from
the point of view of the raw products, fluxes,
and shipping facilities, is in a much better
position to deal with the output of ore and
smelt it inte a marketable article than to re-
move it to Fremantle. I hope the hon, mem-
ber’s vision will not be obseured by the vicions
practive of contralisation, and that we shall
be able to approach this matter and diseuss it
from the point of view of the interests of the
State, and with the desire to open up our great
coastline and give to the different centres the
trade whirh is legitimately theirs. The mem-
bers for North-East Fremantle and South
Fremantie in discussing this matter should keep
that in mind. T woulidl snewrest to the AMinister
for Mines that if a report has not already
been obtained, that when one of the offivers
of his department, particularly the State Min-
ing Engincer, is available, he shonld get the
officer to report upon the proposal of estab-
lishing a ressonable sized smelter at Gernld-
ton.

The Minister for Mines: The State Miring
Engineer has already been there this year.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister was express-
ing the State Mining Engineer’s views.

The Minister for Mines: From my own ex-
perience and ohservation, and the assistance
of the officers of the department, whose views
I expressed, I cannot recommend it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Has the Minister ever
called for a report from the State Mining
Engineer?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, and I have
expressed the views he holds. He is against
the erection of a smelter at Geraldton at the
preseat juneture,

Mr. LAMBERT: I regret that the Minister
has not that report before him. T think the
Rtate Alining Engrineer is a little comservative
in approaching matters of this deseription, So
far as my own distriet is concerned, I will
give him due credit for the facilities he has
rendered which I hope will in the near future
lead to a hig development. Coolgardie still
has its latent wealth, and it only requires
facilities and just treatment at the hands of
the Government to reveal the wealth which
undoubtedly is there.

Hon. P. Collier: In other words it will come
apain,
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Mr, LAMBERT: I would earnestly ask the
Minister for Mines to give serious consideration
to this question, and to keep in mind the fact
that the prospectors of the lead mines are
developing those mines to an increasing extent,
and - that when normal times return—and it
looks as if we were going to have them again
in the very mecar future—the assistance which
those peeple want will be given to them to
treat the high grade galena ore in that distriect.
There is a considerable amonnt of white lead
used in this State, and we should he producing
all that we require. While I do not desire
that the departmient should be committed to
any great expenditure, I hope the Minister
will keep this matter in view in the hope of,
at aun early date, brinving abont the erection
of a smelter at Geraldton.

Mr., ROCKE (South Fremantle) [10.10]:
In endeavouring to arrive at a decision ve-
garding the estaliishment or continuance of
State enterprises it is necessary to ascertain
to what deoree they will benefit the industry
coucerncdl and the eomnunity at large, [ de-
gire to see the idevelopment of every industry
in the Rinte beeavse T feel that without the
develoyment of industries the State must
take a second place.

Mr. Green: What aboat the breweries?

Mr, ROCKE: T should have said legitimate
industries,

Mr. Duff: Ta a brewery illepitimate!

AMr. ROCKE: The arguments advanced in
favour of the crection of State smelting
works at (eraldton are the allezed execssive
cost of treatment at Fremantle and the noa-
recovery of other valuable metals, The mem-
her for Geraldton (Mr. Willcoek) in moving
the miotion in favour of the eatablishment of
smeltineg works at Geraldton suil, amongst
other thins—

The Premantle smelting plant was not
ercetel! Tor the pmrpore of dealing with lepad
ore at all, but principally for the purpose
of dealing with tellurude and kindraed ores,
Even at the present time the whole of the
eapital cost of that plant, only ahont 2o
rer eent. of which is in ure, 8 inple
churge on the lead mining industry.  Only
alont a quarter of the plant i« bring nsed
at the present time. The smetling com-
pany have a very large plant nt Fremantle
aml the plant is not being utilised to any-
thing like its full eapaeity, and those who
use it have to pay charges covoring in-
terest and sinking fund on the eapital value
of the plant whieh, T am quite safe in say-
ing, is vnot being unlilisell to anything like
50 per coent. of its capacity, Still if the
plant were heing used to its full capacity
the charzes presumably would be reduced
consiilerably. One of the greatest com-
plaints in eonnection with the Fremantle
Trading Company is that their plant is not
a smelting works in the proper mceaning of
the term that is to say, they only pay on
returns for ome purpose, namecly, the ex-
traction of lead. According to the official
records, the original Geraldine mines were
known to eontain as moch as 20 oza. of sil-
ver to the ton, However, by rcason of the
plant at Fremantle being unable to extract
any silver, the whole of that prodwet is be-
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ing wasted and, ag I say, the mines at Ger-
aldine in close proximity to those worked in
the olden days possibly produee half the
value of which was obtained in olden
times. . . . One of the things the people
have to complain about is the prices
charged for smelting. Before the war the
average price charged at the Cockle Creek
works in New South’ Wales was £1 1la &
ton. I have copies of the invoices here. Ilor
lead from White Peak the Suiphide Cor-
poration charged for a particular shipment
£1 1ls. a tom, while to-day it charged £6

45, 2d. per ton. The Fremantle Trading

Company, on the other hand, charged £7

per ton for smelting similar ore, and it did

not reeover the silver, whereag the Cockle

Oreek Company did. The difference between

the cost of smelting at Port Pirie and at

Fremantle was said by one authority to be

approximately £3 per ton,

It is quite trve that there is a difference of
£3 per ton, but the difference is in favour of
Fremantle, The Minister for Mines to-night
quoted from this report of Mr. Montgomery,
but not quite fully. It shows that the Fre-
mantle charges are the cheapest in Australia.
At Port Pirie, in the treatment of 69 per
cent. lead at a price of £23, the total charges
are £8 23, For 72 per cenk lead worth £30
per ton the total charges are £8 16s. For 65
per cent, lead worth £35 per ton the total
charges are £8 4a. 4d., while for 65 per cent.
lead at a price of £22 per ton the total
charges are £7 16s. 4d. To this must be added
freights, wharfage, and other charges, which
bring the charges at Port Pirie to £11 8s. 3d.
The member for Geraldton inferred that there
was a difference of £3 per ton against Fre-
mantile, The difference is £3 8s. 3d. in favour
of Fremantle as compared with Port Pirie.
The smelter at Fremantle is treating the total
ontput of lead ore concentrates from its own
mine as well as the total output from all the
Northampton mines, The smelter is under
agreement with the Government to take all
the ore the other mines care to put ferward,
although those mines are in mo way obliged
to send the ore to Iremantle. So if there were
a dicerence favourable to them in sending the
ore to Port Pirie, no doubt they would have
done so long ago.

Mr. Willeock: But that is impossible,

Mr., ROCKE: The hon. member fold the
ouse that the Fremantle smelter’s charges
were s0 high that it was detrimental to the
interests of the Northampton mines. I do
not claim any philanthropie intention on the
part of the Premantle Trading Company, but
secing that the company is treating all the
ores from the district, it stands to reason that
the private mines are getting the benefit of
the treatment of the Fremantle Trading Com-
pany’s output, 8o, teo, if Siate smelters were
established at Geraldton, the Government
there would get none of the Fremantle Com-
pany’s ores for treatment and, eonsequently,
unless the State smclters were rnn at a big
loss, the price of treatment there would be
prohibitive. It has been pointed ount that
one of the reasons for the alleged high charge
at ¥remantle is that the smelter is working
to only 50 per eent. of its capacity. Let me
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gay that if more ore were forthcoming, the
smelter would be worked at its full capacity
and the charges would be reduced. The other
question was that of the non-recovery of
other metals from the corcentrates, There
is just a word here by Mr. Montgomery in hig
notes which must be authentic because issued
under the suthority of the Hon. R. T. Rob-
inson, the then Minister for Mines. Mr.
Montgomery says—

The Whim Creek and Uaroo lead ores
usnally contain sufficient silver to be
classed as argentiferous lead ores, but those
from the Northampton mineral field as
yet have been found to be too poer in sil-
ver to make its extraction a matter of
much value to the mine owners.

Mr, Willeock: But we are talking about
Geraldton, not Northempton.

Mr. ROCKE: The assay of silver in eon-
centrates from Northampton is about half an
cunce per ton, and the value is 1s. 9d. So
members representing mining communities
will realise that it would be abselutely ab-
gurd to attempt to extract that half ounte
of silver worth 1s. 9d.

Mr. Willeock: Tt is worth 2a. 3d. to-day.

Mr, ROCKE: The guestion of flux has been
dealt with. It is a more serious factor than,
perhaps, some hon. members imagine, for it is
not possible to obtain some of the fluxes re-
quired at Geraldton, As an illustration of
the relative cost of treatment of those con-
centrates, there is the example of a parcel
sent from Uarco to Fremantle containing 20
tons. This Uaroo coocentrates assayed 20
ozs. of silver to the ton, worth about £4 per
ton. The company sacrificed this silver, al-
lowed the Fremantle Trading Company to re-
tain it, rather than send their product to
Port Pirie, which again proves that the
Fremantle charges compare more than fav-
onrably with those of the Eastern States.

The Minister for Mines: They do not use
much of that in Western Australia.

Mr. ROCKE: But the hon, member for
Geraldton referred to shipping freights on
concenirates to Port Pirie. I will oppose
the motion, because I wish to save the Gov-
ernment from further ircreasing the defieit.
If private enterprise is such a good thing,
as we are often told, I think private enter-
prise might well he left to establish smelt-
ing works at Geraldton. They cannot reduce
the charges ruling at Fremantle.

On motion by Mr. Teesdale,
journed.

debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.24 p.m.



